INSPECTION REPORT – NSPCA WILDLIFE UNIT
MYSTIC MONKEYS AND FEATHERS WILDLIFE PARK – BELA-BELA
Date: 			2017-08-02
Contact:		Christa Saayman
			012 723 0315 / 082 566 4929
			blouduiker@mweb.co.za
									
Address:	Farm Buffelsdrift, Rust de Winter, Bela-Bela

Coordinates:	S 25°13.210’ 
E028°31.529’

Region:		Bela-Bela, Limpopo
Inspectors:		NSPCA: 	Trainee Inspector Martie Rossouw (Manager WPU)
Inspector Irinka Schröder

	
Background:
An inspection was conducted at the facility after receiving a complaint that the black jaguar had no access to shade, that the tigers appeared to be underweight and that the animals were displaying frustrated behaviours. We arrived at the facility at 09h40 and conducted a full routine inspection as well.
Findings:
Maria, Christa’s manager took us through the facility as Christa was unavailable at the time. The general appearance of the facility was neat, with enclosures either in good repair or in process of repair.
The facility is used as a zoo as well as a trading facility. Christa imports and exports all kinds of wildlife. The vast amount of rare wild animals and birds noticed indicates possible breeding programmes for international trade to other zoo’s and wild animal facilities. From the quality of the signage and enclosure construction, it appears that there is more than enough funding to prioritise the health and welfare of all the animals kept on the premises. With this in mind, about 40% of the enclosures could do with increased enrichment opportunities for the animals.
Lion and tiger breeding should be monitored at the facility going forward as two lions were noticed to be mating at the time of the inspection and concern in terms of the lion bone trade is suspected. The cage furniture and enriching toys in the other 60% of the enclosures is well thought of and use of three dimensional space was used well.
Fruit and vegetables that was provided and seen at the time of the inspection appeared to be very fresh, chopped according to size and consisted of a variety of different things. Bowls with porridge was noticed in the primate enclosures, bones in the predator enclosures and dog pellets in some of the other carnivore enclosures. The kitchen was clean and hygiene of a good standard. No dirty bowls were seen, though some of the animals were fed from the ground and not in containers. Water receptacles were noticed to be clean as well.
All concerns seen were noted on the welfare compliance notice that was sent electronically after the inspection. 
We were treated amiably and Maria had no problem walking through the entire facility as she was required to check the animals in Christa’s absence anyway.
The size of the quarantine cages is debateable and length for which animals have to be kept in these enclosures should be asked when conducting future inspections.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some negligence was noted in the areas where trade-animals that are only kept temporarily at the facility was noticed.
Contraventions:
No contraventions in terms of the APA were noticed at the time of the inspection.
Concerns:
Welfare Compliance Notice e0040 was issued in terms of the following:
1. Animals must have access to clean, potable water at all times:
a. The caracal was noticed to not have water at the time of the inspection (rectified immediately)
b. The striped hyena in the enclosure next to the house had no access to water (rectified immediately. A suitable non-tip container must be used to prevent the animal from spilling water over)
c. Water in the wild dog enclosure next to the house was noticed to be very dirty.
d. The pygmy hippo was locked in an enclosure with no water in order to clean the enclosure next door.
e. We recommend a water and health check of all the animals in the mornings prior to any further operations and that animals not be kept locked in nigh rooms for too long in order to clean. Two tiger cubs appeared to be stressed as they were found in their night room at 12:03 still.
f. We recommend that signs be placed on enclosures where the water sources are not visible from the outside to avoid members of the public complaining.
2. Predator and prey species should not be kept in next-door enclosures. We recommend placing a barrier (shade net / wooden) between the lion and goat enclosure.
3. Enclosures must be accessible from both the inside and outside. At the time of the inspection an employee was locked into an enclosure from the outside and could not exit to resume other cleaning duties.
4. Various animals were seen to be fed from the on the floor on their enclosures without cleaning the enclosures first. Animals should be fed from suitable containers or feeding platforms to prevent faecal contamination and aid in hygiene of the enclosures.
5. Cages must be adequately maintained at all times:
a. Various enclosures were noticed to have dangerously protruding wires that could cause injury to the animals. All protruding and unnecessary wires must be removed from enclosures and any new branches or perches that are placed into enclosures using wires must be done in such a way to avoid this from recurring in future. The employee named Vincent was trained in the correct methods to conduct this accordingly.
b. The platform in the Wolf’s Guenon enclosure must be replaced.
c. We commend that you have moved the tortoises to a larger, more natural enclosure encourage your continuing to increase welfare standards of all animals. Finer chicken mesh can be added to the enclosure to prevent escape of hatchlings.
6. All animals must be provided with suitable species specific enrichment. We strongly recommend enrichment in all enclosures, especially temporary enclosures where none was seen.
a. The parrots inspected in the first block of enclosures would benefit from increased perch space, branches and natural foliage and vegetation. Additional toys and chews should be provided to any parrots showing signs of self-mutilation like feather plucking etc. (Malaken Cockatoo, Scarlet Macaw, single Buffon’s Macaw, Moluccan Cockatoo, and Umbrella Cockatoo).
b. Parrots must be provided with enough space to fly from one side of the cage to the other. For those that are on treatment or cannot fly provision for additional climbing branches should be made using the full dimensions of the enclosures. Hanging toys/pine cones/stones/swings/leather dogs chews, ladders. and chewing branches can be used as additional enrichment. Small ponds with safe access and depth can be used for birds that enjoy bathing. Non-toxic plants without thorns should be added to enclosures at least weekly.
c. Primate should not be kept singly if they are group-living animals. We recommend adding sleeping boxes with suitable bedding as an addition to the platforms into primate enclosures that do not already have this. Plants make up an important part of an enriched environment. Floors that are not cement can be planted with grass and non-toxic shrubs. In smaller and cement-floored enclosures potted plants can be removed and rotated before they are destroyed. Concrete floors (or at least sections thereof) should be covered with wood shavings or bark chips along with the potted plants. The floor covering would aid as an enrichment for hiding food and insects and as playground for the animals. Perches and platforms must be placed in such a way to enlarge the useable area of the cages both horizontally and sloping. Fresh branches with blossoms and edible flowers like hibiscus can be added to enclosures. 
d. The Toucan would benefit from natural vegetation and foliage imitating their natural forest habitat.
e. The Chinchilla enclosure should have several layers and climbing space, and therefor kept in high enclosures. Bedding made from teff or untreated pine shavings can be used in their sleeping boxes. They should have access to teff/lucerne ad lib throughout the day and fruit and vegetables should be provided sparingly. 
f. The Suricate enclosures are barren and these animals would benefit from burrowing opportunities and raised heights to look out. Natural shade and sun spots is encouraged.
g. Social animals such as the Striped Hyena, Lemur and Suricate should not be kept alone.
h. Cage furniture and branches must be kept in a good state of repair. 
i. Branches that have been worn to a smooth surface should be replaced.
j. Vegetation in the flamingo enclosure that is limiting access to the water must be trimmed back.
7. Animals must not be kept in dirty, unhygienic or parasitic conditions. 
a. Accumulated faeces was noticed in the Conure enclosure. This must be scrubbed and properly removed when cleaning the enclosures. (Conure kept on the left enclosure of the scarlet macaw, Buffon’s Macaws, 2 x Scarlet Macaws).
b. Accumulated faeces was noticed in the Bengal cat enclosure.
c. Old faeces was noticed in the African Wild Cat enclosure. This must be removed on a daily basis.
d. The enclosure of the Ocelot must be thoroughly cleaned with specific focus on the sides of the cage where an accumulation of urine was noticed.
e. Ticks were noticed on the tortoises. This must be adequately treated and preventative measures taken to avoid this in future. Advice can be sought from your vet as to more effective treatment than Carbodust.
8. All animals should have access to suitable bedding.
a. The night rooms for the adult lion and tigers were noticed to have bedding, but a very limited amount, which should be increased.
9. The iguana must have access to more sunlight or UV lights must be placed in the enclosure.
10. We recommend that male rabbits be sterilized to prevent unwanted births.
Actions:
· The facility is very large and has a lot of animals. I recommend a full day to conduct a routine inspection. This can be done annually or when in the area.
List of animals kept on the premises at the time of the inspection:
	Enclosure
	Species
	Number

	1
	Black Jaguar
	1

	2
	Black Jaguar
	1

	3
	Black Jaguar
	1

	4
	Tigers (1 white, 2 gold)
	3

	5
	Leopards (Black, normal)
	2

	6
	Miniature donkeys
	2

	7
	Lions (2 x white adults, M:F)
	2

	8
	Tiger
	1

	9
	Lions (Tawny M:F)
	2

	Penguins
	Empty
	0

	10
	Tigers
	2

	11
	Blue cranes (M:F:J)
	3

	12
	Guinea pigs
	Various

	13
	Citron Crested Cockatoos
	2

	14
	Eclectus Parrot (M)
	1

	15
	Malaken Cockatoo
	1

	16
	Scarlet Macaw
	1

	17
	Connures
	2

	18
	Buffan’s Macaws
	2

	19
	Hyacinth Macaw
	1

	20
	Scarlet Macaw
	1

	21
	Doves
	2

	21a
	Toucan
	1

	22
	Scarlet Macaws
	2

	23
	Gullah
	1

	24
	Blue Macaw
	1

	25
	Blue Macaw
	1

	26
	Mitchel’s Cockatoos
	2

	27
	Macaws
	2

	28
	Military Macaw
	1

	29 *FR
	3 x Blue cranes & Marabou stork
	4

	30
	Cockatoo
	1

	31
	Macaw
	1

	32
	Moluccan Cockatoo (on treatment)
	1

	33
	Umbrella Cockatoo (on treatment)
	1

	34
	Lemurs
	2

	35
	Mangabey
	3

	36
	Racoons
	3

	37
	White-faced Saki monkeys
	3

	38
	Chinchillas (sleeping at the time of the inspection)
	Unknown

	39
	Tufted Capuchins
	4

	40
	Weeper/Wedge-capped Capuchins
	3

	41
	Black Mangabeys (M:F:2J)
	4

	42
	Black Spider monkeys
	2

	43
	Lemurs
	3

	44
	Angolan black and white Colobuses
	3

	45
	Squirrel monkeys
	5

	46
	Tufted/Brown capuchins
	3

	47
	Abyssinian
	1

	48
	Colobuses
	3

	49
	Agoutis
	2

	50
	Patagonian Mara
	1

	51
	Capuchins
	

	52
	Bearded Saki’s
	

	53
	Lemurs
	2

	54
	Black Mangabeys
	

	55
	Ruffed lemurs
	

	56
	Capuchins
	3

	57
	Capuchins
	

	58 *FR
	Marabou Storks
	2

	59
	Fennec Foxes
	2

	60
	Capuchin
	1

	61
	Brown Tufted Capuchins
	4

	62
	Capuchin
	1

	63
	Capuchin
	1

	64
	Capuchin
	1

	65+66
	Squirrel monkeys
	5

	67
	Lemurs
	2

	68
	Capuchins
	3

	69
	Gibbons
	2

	70
	Red-tailed Guenon
	1

	71
	De Brazza’s monkey
	1

	72
	Cheetahs (M:F)
	2

	73
	Tiger cubs
	8

	74
	Spider Monkeys
	3

	75
	Wolf’s Guenon
	1

	76
	Capuchins
	3

	77
	Mangrills (M:F)
	2

	78
	Spider Monkey
	1

	79
	Striped Hyena Pup
	1

	80
	Chimpanzees
	3

	81
	Chimpanzees
	3

	82
	Green Iguana
	1

	83
	Hamadrayas Baboons
	2

	84
	Capuchins
	2

	85
	Flamingos
	4

	86
	Pygmy Hippopotami
	2

	87
	Lions (White, 2F)
	2

	88
	Tiger (White)
	1

	89
	Tigers (3 white; 1 golden)
	4

	90
	Tigers (White)
	3

	91
	Lions (Tawny M; White F)
	2

	92
	Spotted Hyena Cubs
	2

	93
	Striped Hyena
	1

	94
	Wild dogs
	2

	95
	White tiger cubs
	2

	96
	Bobcat
	1

	97
	Cotton Top Tamarin
	1

	98
	Domestic Bengal Cat
	1

	99
	Cotton Top Tamarin
	1

	100
	African Wild Cat
	1

	101
	Cotton Top Tamarins
	2

	102
	Squirrel monkeys
	2

	103
	Tamarin
	1

	104
	Tamarin
	2

	105
	Black-eared Marmosets
	2

	106
	Empty
	0

	107
	Cotton Top Tamarins
	3

	108
	Cotton Top Tamarins
	2

	109
	Cotton Top Tamarin
	1

	110
	Empty
	0

	111
	Caracal
	1

	112
	Black-eared Marmosets
	2

	113
	Black-eared Marmosets
	2

	114
	Silvery Marmoset
	1

	115
	Marmosets
	2

	116
	Marmosets
	2

	117
	Marmosets
	3

	118
	Marmosets
	2

	119
	Marmosets
	2

	120
	Black leopard
	1

	121
	Black leopard
	1

	122
	European Lynx
	1

	123
	Coati’s
	2

	124
	Capuchins
	2

	125
	Night Monkeys
	2

	126
	Unknown
	1

	127
	Goeldi’s Marmoset
	1

	128
	Silvery Tamarins
	2

	129
	Capuchin (J)
	1

	130
	Saddle-back Tamarin
	1

	131
	Emperors Tamarin
	2

	132
	Cotton Top Tamarin
	1

	133
	Goeldi’s Marmoset
	1

	134
	Marabou Storks
	2

	135
	Domestic Bengal Cat
	1

	136
	Rock Hyrax (Tame & kept singly/allowed to roam freely)
	1

	137
	Ocelot
	1

	138
	Ocelot
	2

	139
	Bat-eared Fox
	1

	140
	Domestic Bengal Cat
	1

	141
	Rock Hyraxes
	Family

	142
	Suricates
	5

	143
	Suricates
	Family

	*FR
	Rabbits
	3



*FR – Free Roaming[image: ]
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Irinka Schröder, Wildlife Unit				
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