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	SWORN AFFIDAVIT	
I, Annecia Celeste Morton, ID Number 730703 0056 081, make the oath and declare in English as follows:
1. 
I am an adult female employed as a Manager and Inspector at SPCA Springs, Plot 8, Cnr Ermelo and Townsend Roads, Strubenvale, Springs, with contact numbers 0826685230 and 0832823565
2. 
All facts contained in this affidavit fall within my personal knowledge unless otherwise indicated. The facts are, to the best of my knowledge and belief, both true and correct. 
3. 
On the 1st of August 2022 the Springs SPCA received a complaint about a Rottweiler puppy that had recently been taken to a veterinary clinic for her vaccinations but presented with a raw open wound as a result of her tail having been recently removed (docked). According to the complainant, the wound was healing after debris was removed and did not appear to be too infected, but that the risk of infection to the spinal cord still existed. Additionally, the complainant stated that the tail was very sensitive to the touch and was inappropriately docked. The complainant supplied us with photographic evidence of the docked tail wound as well as the information of the breeder who removed the tail and that the puppy was purchased from. The address for the breeder given was 15 Dove Street, Struisbult in the District of Springs, with the breeder known as Ms. Angelique Terblanche of Rogttinwag Union. 

As the removal and maiming of dogs tails by the practice of docking is illegal in this country, I instructed Trainee Inspector Charné J Hand to investigate the complaint. 
4. 
On the 3rd of August 2022 at approximately 13:34 she arrived at the property and immediately noticed the Rogttinwag Union signage on the front gate which confirmed that the given address was correct. She reported to me that she could not see any dogs within the property through the red metal gate; however, she could hear dogs barking within the house. After trying for some time to raise attention to her presence with no one coming out of the house, Trainee Inspector Hand left a Notice to Comply in the gate’s lock, advising the owner to contact the Springs SPCA within 24 hours. 
5. 
[bookmark: _Hlk112058291][bookmark: _Hlk111901044][bookmark: _Hlk112058408][bookmark: _Hlk112058619][bookmark: _GoBack]On the 4th of August 2022 Ms. Angelique Terblanche arrived at the Springs SPCA offices and asked to speak to Trainee Inspector Hand with regards to the Notice to Comply she had been issued the previous day. Trainee Inspector Hand informed her that the SPCA had received a complaint about her allegedly docking her Rottweiler puppies’ tails. Ms. Ms. Angelique Terblanche confirmed to Trainee Inspector Hand that the allegations were true and admitted to performing the tail dockings herself. She then proceeded to take Trainee Inspector Hand to her vehicle wherein two Rottweiler puppies were seen. Ms. Angelique Terblanche proceeded to show her the puppies who had both had their tails docked and explained that they were both her puppies. Ms. Angelique Terblanche explained to Trainee Inspector Hand that she uses elastic bands normally used to castrate sheep to dock the puppies’ tails and that she attaches the elastic bands on the puppies’ tails when the puppies are between three to four weeks old. She further explained that after about a week the tail dies and falls off and she disinfects the remaining wounds with F10. Trainee Inspector Hand asked Ms. Angelique Terblanche if she knew that tail docking is illegal and she confirmed that she knew it was illegal but that her clients request puppies with docked tails. She further advised Trainee Inspector Hand that she vaccinates her puppies herself with a 5-in-1 vaccine when the puppies are four weeks old. Trainee Inspector Hand informed her that we would like to do a property inspection and Ms. Angelique Terblanche agreed and indicated that she would be home all afternoon. Trainee Inspector Hand immediately updated me on what had transpired between Ms. Angelique Terblanche and herself and asked for my assistance with the investigation. 
6. 
At approximately 13:11, Trainee Inspector Hand and I arrived at 15 Dove Street, Struisbult to conduct the property inspection as discussed with the owner Ms. Angelique Terblanche. We tried to make our presence known by hooting but no one emerged from the house. Trainee Inspector Hand phoned Ms. Angelique Terblanche to inform her that we were outside her gate. Whilst we continued waiting for another 10 minutes we observed an adult female Rottweiler run out behind the back gate and start barking at us. This dog had a long tail and appeared to have swollen lactating teats. A young woman proceeded to come out the back gate and opened the front gate where we were waiting. She greeted us but did not introduce herself. We walked down the driveway to meet Ms. Angelique Terblanche at the back gate. There were two older puppies that were also running around outside with the adult female Rottweiler we had observed from the gate. One of the puppies had a docked tail and the other a long tail. 
7. 
Ms. Angelique Terblanche informed us that the female Rottweiler with the long tail and the two older puppies with her belong to an ex breeder and she is just looking after the dogs. She said they were not friendly towards strangers and locked all three dogs in a sun-room type area.  As we entered the house I noticed the pungent smell of dog urine and that several dogs could be heard barking from all around inside the house. On the left of the door we entered through I observed a mattress within a wooden bedframe. On the opposite end of the room was a makeshift puppy playpen with three Rottweiler puppies inside. All three Rottweiler puppies still had their long tails. Ms. Angelique Terblanche informed me that these three puppies were four weeks old and were due for their first 5-in-1 vaccination that she administers herself. I observed another two puppies running around freely in the area we were in. Both of these puppies had docked tails. Ms. Angelique Terblanche informed us that these two puppies are 8 weeks old and are her own dogs and that she docked their tails for her own personal preference Ms. Angelique Terblanche reiterated to me that her clients request that she dock puppies’ tails and admitted that she knows it is illegal but she is not able to sell her puppies if she does not cut off their tails for clients. Ms. Angelique Terblanche showed us certificates hanging on the wall. One certificate confirmed that Ms. Angelique Terblanche has been certified as a registered breeder under the kennel name Rogttinwag Rottweiler Union by an organization calling themselves the Southern African Dog Breeders Association. 
8. 
I observed that, despite the recently washed and still wet floors of the rooms we went into, the whole house still had an overpowering and pungent smell of urine. In the room with wooden floors. Ms. Angelique Terblanche showed us a vaccination card for one of the puppies to confirm that she administered a 5-in-1 vaccine at four weeks old. I observed that there was a signature in the space where the administering veterinarian is supposed to sign.  We were shown a small bag of Karoo Puppy pellets and informed that all puppies are fed these pellets but I observed that on the floor there was a bowl that contained what looked like mielie pap. Ms. Angelique Terblanche then informed us that she is actually not too keen on dog pellets and therefore she feeds all her dogs cooked food such as chicken, livers, rice or pap. The rest of the house was blocked by a locked metal security gate barricaded with wooden boards and we were not taken to any other parts of the house as we were told that the adult dogs we could hear barking were too “protective” for us to observe. 
9. 
We asked if we were able to see the other adult dogs through the gates or doors from the outside and Ms. Angelique Terblanche told us that we could try but we should not get too close because of the dogs being very “protective”. I proceeded to the front of the house to try see inside the part of the house containing two female Rottweilers and one male Rottweiler and Trainee Inspector Hand went with Ms. Angelique Terblanche to the back of the house to try see inside the part of the house containing three female Rottweilers and one male Rottweiler. Trainee Inspector Hand reported the windows appeared to be barricaded with metal fencing and shade netting. The dogs barked excessively at our presence near the windows and we could not see through to the inside of the house. 
10. 
Before concluding the property inspection, Ms. Angelique Terblanche confirmed that there are approximately 15 dogs currently on the property. Ms. Angelique Terblanche then explained once again how she docks the puppies’ tails with the elastic bands and informed us she buys the elastic bands fresh and does not keep a bulk of them at home. She further informed us that she does the same with the 5-in-1 vaccines and that she buys the vaccines fresh from a local pharmacy and does not store extras at home. Ms. Angelique Terblanche told us that she charges clients R4500 for her non-registered puppies and that the puppies that get registered cost R7500 and do not get their tails docked as they are not allowed to have docked tails when being considered for registration. She explained that this is why her adult Rottweilers that are registered have long tails and never had their tails docked. 


11. 
I felt that Ms. Angelique Terblanche was very selective in the parts of the property and the dogs she had shown us and was concerned that we were not able to inspect the welfare of the dogs contained in different parts of the house. From my understanding of all the discussions with Ms. Angelique Terblanche, the adult Rottweilers are confined in the house in their separate groups and do not have free range access to the outside gardens. Ms. Angelique Terblanche also admitted numerous times that she maims puppies by docking their tails and administers vaccinations herself. A warning (Annexure ---) was issued via email to Ms. Angelique Terblanche at email address amlaqueen@gmail.com and no response was received. 
12. 
On the 10th of August 2022, I went to the Springs Magistrates Court to apply for a warrant in terms of Section 8(1) of the Animals Protection Act No 71 of 1962. After having been granted a warrant I returned to Ms. Angelique Terblanche’s property accompanied by Sergeant Ntshangase and Sergeant Ndabula and my colleagues Trainee Inspector Hand and Field Officer Hendriek Ditshego. We arrived at the property and the SAPS officials hooted at the front gate that appeared to be locked. After hooting for several minutes and with no one coming out the house, I contacted Ms. Angelique Terblanche telephonically to inform her we were outside her house in order to execute a warrant. Ms. Angelique Terblanche advised me that she was at a hardware store but that she would come home straight away. 




13. 
[bookmark: _Hlk112101281]After several minutes Ms. Angelique Terblanche arrived accompanied by a woman who identified herself as Ms. Engela Marx. I informed Ms. Angelique Terblanche that we will be executing a warrant, the reasons therefor and handed the warrant to her. Ms. Angelique Terblanche assured us and the SAPS officials that she would not obstruct us. 
14. 
I instructed Trainee Inspector Hand to take photographs (Annexure 2) and video footage as required. Whilst we were still outside, I observed an older male puppy with a docked tail. This dog was approximately six months of age, wearing a choke chain around his neck, the pup displayed aggressive tendencies and could only be handled by the owners. What was also noted is that when she stroked him across his back, he would immediately sit when her hand neared his tail. A video was taken by Trainee Inspector Hand on her iPhone 6 of Ms. Angelique Terblanche confirming that this dog was bred by her, born here and that she had docked his tail herself as she was planning on keeping him. This video is labeled as Video Footage 1 on the (alhua technologies) flash-drive named Vid Evi and submitted as evidence. Two adult Rottweilers and a small Rottweiler puppy with a docked tail could be seen through a glass door in the room to the left of the sun-room. The two adults were both female and appeared to be pregnant, both females had docked tails.  On the right, another two adult Rottweilers were seen through a glass door.  There was one male and one female, they appeared to be in fair condition but due to how dirty the window was I could not observe any other bodily details at this time. The glass doors were dirty with scratches visible on the dirty glass. 




15. 
[bookmark: _Hlk112102157]The two adult Rottweilers in the room on the left were moved and my colleagues and I were able to enter the house. The smell of urine was overpowering. The tiled floors of this room appeared to have been washed but the sides of the walls were covered with a thick layer of grime and dirt that seemed to have accumulated over an extended period of time from the dogs rubbing up and jumping on the walls.
16. 
In the corner of this room, near the glass door, was a metal cupboard that stood next to a shelf. On top of the shelf, next to a DVD player, I observed a bottle of oral antibiotics called Doxysyrup and an animal nutritional aid called DioMec Plus. Inside the metal cupboard I observed a glass purity bottle, a plastic sheet which contained a metal tail docking clamp, scissors and multiple F10 health and hygiene products. When I opened the purity bottle I saw containing a scalpel and multiple thick green rubber bands. Photographs of these objects were taken by Trainee Inspector Hand with her iPhone 6 and are included in Annexure 2. 
17. 
In the corner of the room with wooden floors, to the left of the entrance and on top of a of a plant terrarium I observed dog vaccinations cards, registration certificates and forms titled Agreement Between Breeder and New Owner. Some of the vaccination cards had already been filled in with the breeder details, the dog’s details, and vaccine stickers. In one of the vaccination cards, a male Rottweiler puppy whose date of birth was recorded as 16 June 2022 had features described as “Duew Claws and Tail Nook”. According to the vaccination stickers in the card, this specific puppy had already been vaccinated twice with Nobivac 1DAPPv, with the first vaccine having been given on 16 July 2022 and the second vaccine having been given on 29 July 2022. In the part where “Vet Signature” had to be filled in, a signature was present. 

18. 
I observed that on page 3 of the Rogttinwag Rottweiler Union, Agreement Between Breeder and New Owner contract it stated that if the buyer wants the tail of the puppy to be cut off a fee of R500 will be paid on deposit of puppy and that the Breeder will take no responsibility for the mother licking, spinal infection or the necessity of a second tail cut (at an extra cost) if the healing process fails in the first one. The contract goes on to state that the breeder will accept no responsibility if the length of the tail cut is not to the owners request as it is irreparable. All the documents were photographed by Trainee Inspector Hand with her iPhone 6 and are included in Annexure 2. 
19. 
[bookmark: _Hlk112102881]In the same room I observed an orange crate with two Rottweiler puppies inside it. One was male the other female approximately 6 weeks old. Neither were docked, they were lying on a dirty blanket. A metal dish containing what appeared to be left over mielie pap with pink bits in it, stood on a desk. The walls of this room were also covered with a thick layer of grime and dirt that seemed to have accumulated over an extended period of time from the dogs rubbing up and jumping on the walls. This room was also pungent with the smell of urine. The rest of the house was still barricaded by a metal security gate and wooden boards and we could not enter the rest of the house without Ms. Angelique Terblanche’s cooperation. 
20. 
I informed Ms. Angelique Terblanche that I would be removing all her dogs from the property and that they would be taken to the Springs SPCA. Ms. Angelique Terblanche became confrontational and was adamant that I would not be removing her dogs.  She further stated that two of the female Rottweilers were pregnant and were due to give birth in five days. Ms Engela Marx told us that the dogs are not used to human contact at all and that we would not be able to load the dogs ourselves. I explained that everyone’s cooperation would make this process easier on the animals and then Ms Engela Marx agreed to help us to load the dogs into our trailer. 
21. 
[bookmark: _Hlk112104731]Whilst the first dogs were being loaded, Ms. Angelique Terblanche again admitted on camera to docking the tails of puppies and vaccinating puppies herself with vaccines that are bought at a local pharmacy even though she is not a registered veterinarian or medical professional registered with the South African Veterinary Council. This video is labeled as Video Footage 2 on the (alhua technologies) flash-drive named Vid Evi and submitted as evidence. Six adult Rottweiler dogs, which consisted of five females (one female had a docked tail) and one male (with a docked tail) and two Rottweiler puppies, one male and one female (neither had docked tails), were loaded and transported by Field Officer Hendriek Ditshego to Springs SPCA. 
22. 
Whilst waiting for Field Officer Hendriek Ditshego to return to the property with the trailer Ms. Engela Marx and Ms. Madgeley Terblanche, Ms. Angelique Terblanche’s mother who resides on the property, discussed with us in detail of how they cut off/dock the tails of the puppies. A video of this discussion is labeled as Video Footage 3 on the (alhua technologies) flash-drive named Vid Evi and submitted as evidence.
23. 
Once Field Officer Hendriek Ditshego returned, Engela Marx assisted us to load three adult Rottweilers (two pregnant females with docked tails, one male with docked tail), two older Rottweiler puppies (one male with docked tail and one female), one young Rottweiler puppy (male with docked tail) and one young Rottweiler cross puppy (female with docked tail). 
The seven dogs were loaded and transported by Field Officer Hendriek Ditshego to Springs SPCA. A seizure notice with each dogs’ description were filled out and signed by Ms. Angelique Terblanche. This signature appeared to be the same signature I had seen earlier on the vaccination cards.
24. 
Once all the dogs had been removed from inside the house and off the property I re-entered the house with Trainee Inspector Hand. Inside the house the air was still stuffy and the smell of old dog urine was strong, beyond the security door the smell became almost unbearable. It was at this point that I observed exactly how dirty the environment the dogs were being confined in was. The passageway, doorways, kitchen walls, lounge walls and skirtings were encrusted with thick layers of dirt and grime from the dogs’ continual contact over a long period of time. The paint had been scratched off on both sides of the bathroom door. Inside the kitchen, a table was seen with multiple pots that had not been cleaned and still contained old food residue. Next to the pots, a large pile of dirty wet blankets that smelt like dog urine and wet dog hair was found. Ms. Angelique Terblanche informed me that those were the blankets that were put down on the floor and used as bedding materials by the adult dogs kept for breeding. She went on to inform me that she cooks mielie pap mixed with meats; such as, chicken and livers to feed the dogs but she could only show me a bag of mielie pap and no evidence of any other cooked food was found in the kitchen or the freezer. Underneath the kitchen sink I observed a dirty plastic bucket with water. This appeared to be the dogs’ water source as no other container or bowl filled with water was seen in the kitchen. 
25. 
Large areas of the wooden floors in the lounge area showed extensive scratch mark damage indicating that dogs have been confined in this area for a long period of time. I observed that a wooden coffee table in the middle of the lounge had been extensively chewed on all four sides. Scratches were also seen on the surface of this table. The extensive scratching and chewing damage indicate that the dogs kept confined in the house suffered from extreme boredom and frustration.  I did not observe any means of stimulation in the form of toys or dog-friendly objects in this area. Most of the house windows were closed, many windows had dirty paw prints and scratches on them from the inside. The wooden boards at the security gate also had excessive bite marks. Additional rooms where dogs had been confined all showed evidence of long term damage from dogs scratching and biting at doors, windows and floors as well as thick layers of dirt and grime on the walls. The plastic bucket that served as a water container in one of the rooms was chewed excessively around the top. 
26. 
Whilst in the house I observed that the orange crate that had contained the two puppies earlier had diarrhoea inside. When asked if the puppies that had been in that crate had diarrhoea, Ms. Angelique Terblanche replied that they did not and what I was seeing was normal healthy puppy faeces. Before concluding the inspection, I had a lengthy discussion with Ms. Angelique Terblanche about our findings and how the conditions the dogs had been living in were unacceptable. 
I reported the seizure of nine female Rottweiler dogs, five male Rottweiler dogs and one Rottweiler cross dog to Captain Wynand du Toit from Springs SAPS. The purity bottle containing the rubber bands and scalpel, the tail docking clamp, the scissors, all the F10 products, the Doxysyrup and Diomec Plus, as well as all the documentation relating to the dogs was taken to Springs SPCA as evidence where it was collected by Captain Wynand du Toit and booked into the SAPS evidence room. A second warning was emailed to Ms. Angelique Terblanche, attached as Annexure…..
27. 
Later the same day of the 10th of August 2022, Trainee Inspector Hand took the two Rottweiler puppies that were found in the orange crate to Selpark Veterinary Clinic for Dr Garith Newby to examine them as they had diarrhoea. The puppies were diagnosed with and treated for verminosis and coccidiosis. The veterinary report is attached as Annexure 4. It was advised by Dr Newby that all the seized dogs be taken for full examinations and for testing for the same disease and internal parasites that the two puppies were suffering from. 
28. 
On the 13th of August 2022, Trainee Inspector Hand took the remaining 13 dogs to Selpark Veterinary Clinic for Dr Garith Newby to perform full examinations on all the dogs. The vet report containing the findings of each dog is attached as Annexure 4. 
29. 
[bookmark: _Hlk112109156]I hereby request that Ms. Angelique Terblanche and Ms Engela Marx be charged with animal cruelty under the Animals Protection Act No 71 of 1962, Section 2(1)(a) for ill-treating, neglecting, infuriating, torturing, maiming and terrifying the dogs they held in their possession, Section 2(1)(b) for confining the dogs unnecessarily and under such conditions as to cause the animals unnecessary suffering in a place which afforded inadequate space and ventilation, Section 2(1)(e) for deliberately and negligently keeping dogs in a dirty or parasitic condition and failing to render or procure veterinary or medical treatment for the injured and diseased dogs that were in need of such treatment or attention, Section 2(1)(f) for using equipment around the dogs’ tails which caused the dogs to become injured and maimed and to suffer unnecessarily, Section 2(1)(q) for causing, procuring, or assisting in the commission of any of these acts of cruelty and Section 2(1)(r) for the premeditated, unreasonable and negligent committing of acts that caused suffering to the dogs and failing to take any steps to alleviate or end their suffering.  
30. 
[bookmark: _Hlk112109096]Additionally, I request that Ms Madgeley Terblanche be charged with animal cruelty under the Animals Protection Act No 71 of 1962, Section 2(1)(q) for causing, procuring, or assisting in the commission of any of these acts of cruelty and Section 2(1)(r) for failing to take any steps to alleviate or end the suffering of the dogs. 
31. 
Furthermore, I have reason to believe that charges of fraud should be brought against Ms. Angelique Terblanche as she has misrepresented herself as a veterinary professional by vaccinating dogs herself and signing vaccination cards as a veterinarian. 

I know and understand the content of this declaration. 
I have no objection to taking the prescribed oath. 
I consider the prescribed oath to be binding on my conscience. 

_____________________________
Signature of deponent
Annecia C Morton
Manager and Inspector – Springs SPCA

I certify that the above statement was taken and the deponent has acknowledged that he knows and understands the contents of this declaration, which was sworn to / affirmed before me and the deponent/s signature/ mark/ thumb prints was placed thereon in my presence. 

At _____________________ On (date) ________________ At (time) _____________

______________________________
Signature of Commissioner of Oaths

Full Names:		___________________________
Rank:  			___________________________
Business Address:	___________________________
_____________________________________________
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