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SWORN AFFIDAVIT
I; Salome Anna – Marie Bruyns with ID no 8110100144087; hereby make oath and declare in English as follow:
1.
 All the facts herein contained are; except where otherwise stated; within my personal knowledge and are both true and correct.
2.
I am employed at the Garden Route SPCA, situated at Ossie Urban street; Tamsui Industrial; George 6530 with telephone no’s 044 – 8781990 [w] 0762020043 [c]; and email address inspector1@grspca.co.za as a qualified Senior Inspector. 

3.
 On Monday, March 18th, 2024, the Garden Route SPCA received a complaint regarding a very thin horse in Pacaltsdorp in the area called Moegeploeg. The complainant also sent us photos of the horse via WhatsApp, showing a grey horse in an extremely emaciated condition with hip bones, ribs, and spine clearly visible.                                                  
4.
On Tuesday, March 19th, Inspector Estelanie van Wyk and I went to search for the horse. I called the complainant to gather more details, and he informed me that the horse belongs to a man known by the nickname Nallie. He also mentioned that the horse is always seen wandering in Moegeploeg, and suggested that if we inquire around, we will locate the horse. Despite thoroughly searching the entire area, we were unable to find the specific horse.

5.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Most of the children and residents were actually familiar with the horse we were referring to when we showed them the photographs. We asked one of the children to guide us to where Nallie, the owner, resides. One of the children led us to the address 68 Hibiscus Street, Pacaltsdorp, which is very close to Moegeploeg Plakkers. We managed to locate the owner and informed him that we had received a complaint accompanied by photographs and that we wished to inspect the horse. He identified himself to us as Ronaldo Willemse, providing his contact number as 0653071665. He mentioned that the horse was somewhere roaming in Moegeploeg. We explained to him that we were unable to locate the horse. His excuse for the horse's condition was that it had an abscess on its hoof, which had been treated by the SPCA. When I asked him when exactly this was, he couldn’t tell me.
 
                                                            6.
We went out to search for the horse again but without success. Upon returning to the office, I proceeded to trace the treatment record of this horse and discussed the matter with our vet. The only record I could find dated back to December 2023, documenting treatment for an abscess on the hoof. I presented the photos to our vet, who expressed concern and confirmed that the horse's body condition had nothing to do with the treatment of the abscess. According to her, the horse was in a terrible state of emaciation.

                                                              7.
I attempted to contact the owner, Ronaldo, numerous times and also left him a message to reach out to us as we are concerned about the horse, but unfortunately, we were unsuccessful in our attempts. On Wednesday, March 20th, we once again attempted to locate the horse without success. After trying to reach Ronaldo via phone multiple times, we sent him a message via WhatsApp to say that we are concern about the horse and that our vet want to see the horse. His response was simply that he was at work. I then instructed the night shift officers to search for the horse and try to contact the owner, but unfortunately, they were also unable to succeed in their efforts. Ronaldo’s mother informed our officers that he went fishing.

8.

On Thursday, March 21, 2024, Inspector Estelanie van Wyk once again went out to search for the horse without success. The people who were at this property told her that he went fishing. 

                                                     





9.

According to the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962, underfeeding a horse is deemed an offense. We are deeply concerned about the welfare of the horse in question. Additionally, we have reason to believe that the owner may be obstructing our efforts to fulfil our duties as authorized officers under the jurisdiction of the magistrate. Consequently, we are formally requesting to initiate proceedings for a case of obstruction of justice.

I know and understand the content of this declaration.
I have no objection to taking the prescribed oath.
I consider the prescribed oath to be binding on my conscious

Date :…………………………..

…………………………
Signature of deponent

Senior Inspector   
Salome Bruyns

 

 







Affiliated to the National Council of SPCAs (NSPCA)
image1.tiff




