[bookmark: _GoBack]Good day Liezl
Just to inform you that another week without food has been recorded. We have just heard that food will be ordered today and will be delivered next week, I presume Friday as that is when the designated company delivers. When Magda asked last week what the animals must live on, she was met with silence.   

ODIN has just paid over a huge amount to cover food, cleaning materials, washing powder to wash blankets, all of which the municipality has not provided. They do not understand that the cages have to be washed out with disinfectant, so that diseases do not spread.

Just so that you know.
Sandie Thorne                                             

From: Sandie Thorne <sthorne@telkomsa.net> 
Sent: Friday, 26 April 2024 09:47
To: 'liezl@groupeditors.co.za' <liezl@groupeditors.co.za>
Cc: lizzyvermeulen@gmail.com; Anemie Church <churchanemie@hotmail.com>
Subject: FW: Geen na-uurse dienste vir diere

Good day Liezl

I corresponded with you in February regarding the lack of food (amongst other things) at the municipal pound. Since that time, this is the second time that the person responsible for placing the order for food in the municipal offices has not done his/her work.

On Friday 12 April, Magda placed her order for food with the person responsible and yesterday we found out that the order had yet again not been sent on. So from today the municipal pound dogs again have no food. This is now the third time this year!!! Each time ODIN begs for food or donations from the public and carries the pound. ODIN has done it for the last two weeks while waiting for the municipal order to be delivered. ODIN is not welcome at the pound and may not house dogs there who are being abused or must be removed from their circumstances within the Greater Oudtshoorn  community, but still provides food for a municipality that cannot keep to its commitments!!

I am sure you are aware of the recent problem regarding 14 dogs that were identified to be euthanised by the municipality because they had been there too long. I think you also helped advertise them for homes. 4 found homes within the specified time, and 10 were housed by another animal welfare organisation. On the appointed day, Mr Monty and his colleague arrived to oversee the procedure, and upon seeing that all 14 dogs had been removed, decided to pick and choose another 4 dogs to be euthanised. No protocol of first advertising the dogs was followed – a protocol set up by them previously, as to how the number of dogs could be reduced. They also ordered that 15 cats be euthanised, and proceeded to stand and watch as 11 cats were done by Dr Reinette from Kango Dierekliniek.

There is obviously no money to feed the animals at the pound despite the numbers being reduced and a number of animals finding homes recently, so what will be the next step? More to be put to death?

In February, Anemie and I also had an interview with Die Hoorn, but they are obviously dead scared of the Municipality. I also did not get any feedback from you regarding what the spokesperson of the municipality had said regarding your query with them, so am none the wiser as to what explanation was given.

As I explained to you previously, the tender for the delivery of food was given to a company in the Eastern Cape and food only gets delivered on a Friday. The dogs at the municipal pound will therefore not have any food until next Friday. Would it be possible to again approach the municipality to find out what the reason is?


Sincerely
Sandie Thorne
(0826965729)
77 Keyter Street 
Oudtshoorn


From: Sandie Thorne <sthorne@telkomsa.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, 20 February 2024 08:27
To: 'liezl@groupeditors.co.za' <liezl@groupeditors.co.za>
Cc: lizzyvermeulen@gmail.com; Anemie Church <churchanemie@hotmail.com>
Subject: FW: Geen na-uurse dienste vir diere

Good morning. With regard to my email yesterday, I would just like to inform you that the municipal pound was not able to feed the dogs their second meal of the day yesterday as the food from the animal welfare organisation(s) has run out. There is no food for today.  

Sandie Thorne

From: Sandie Thorne <sthorne@telkomsa.net> 
Sent: Monday, 19 February 2024 13:06
To: 'liezl@groupeditors.co.za' <liezl@groupeditors.co.za>
Subject: Geen na-uurse dienste vir diere

The Editor
Oudtshoorn Courant

Good day

I wish to comment on information given to you by the spokesperson for the municipality  in the article mentioned above.

Firstly, the State Veterinary Service does not have anything to do with sick domestic pets. A service by ACT (Animal Care Team) enables a vet who must do Compulsory Community Service (CCS) to treat animals in their clinic situated at the back of the State Veterinary building in Van der Riet Street. No vet visits the municipal pound to attend to sick animals. The animals must be taken to the clinic for treatment, sterilizations or euthanasia. He is only available on weekdays between 10:00 and 15:00 on Monday, Wednesday and Friday if he is not out on farms. On Tuesdays and Thursdays he is involved with sterilizations through the day. What is the fate then of an animal who gets hurt or needs veterinary assistance at any other time? If there is no money to pay for after hours assistance by the pound workers, there is certainly no money to pay a private vet. Must animal welfare organisations then also foot the bill? 

The spokesperson also mentioned that any SAPS member, member of the National Defence Force or member of the Traffic Inspectorate or official of the municipality may impound an animal, but there are bylaws governing the impounding of an animal. Would all these people know those by-laws?

The spokesperson says that the protection and care of animals is a priority for the municipality and that tenders for veterinary services and food have been finalized and the contracts will be effective until 30 June 2026. At least twice since the food contract has been finalized, food has not been delivered on time. An order for food was put through by the pound manager on Friday 2 February 2024. It has not yet arrived. The pound has been short on dog food since Friday 16 February when the food should have been delivered. The welfare organisations (which the municipality does not want at the pound) have been helping to feed the pound animals during this time. It is interesting to note that the tender for the animal’s food was given to a company in the Eastern Cape. Did no local or Western Cape company put in a tender? At first this company only delivered on a Friday coming all the way through from the Eastern Cape. Now, they use anyone coming through to deliver the food and it is definitely not delivered within one week. A previous time the one in the municipality to whom the pound manager must refer the order for food, forgot to put the order through so again the pound animals were without food for a week and again the animal welfare organisations helped out. Is it a case of “forgetting” the order or there is no money to pay the company?  For a municipality that has the welfare and protection of its animals as a priority, I have many doubts.

Sincerely
Sandie Thorne
(0826965729)
77 Keyter Street 
Oudtshoorn


