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                                      ROUTINE INSPECTION – FOLLOW UP TWEERIVIER MELKERY

NAME & SURNAME: MR Hendri Robertson                                                              Date: 17 May 2024 
PHYSICAL ADDRESS: Tweerivier Melkery; Kleinplaas; George; 6530; Western Cape  
GPS Co-Ordinates:33*57’30.9” S22 *13”46.2*E
Inspectors: Henrico Pypers and Gerda Groenewaldt

TEL No                                         CELL No.0726122981                           REG No

Background 
A warning was issued in terms of The Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962 together with SANS 1694:2018 The Welfare of dairy cattle for the following reasons by National Inspector Navesh Singh
1 The calves pens underneath should be cleaned out on a regular basis which could be the cause by accumulation of faeces and old food. These areas should be cleaned out daily to prevent dirty parasitic conditions.
2 Group housing pens must be cleaned out daily as dirty conditions were observed during inspection.
3 The glue strips were not adhesive indicating that they are ineffective due to the fact that it could be old and needs replacement.
4 The use of dehorning paste is not a humane method of dehorning/disbudding. The use of any chemical cauterisation must be ceased with immediate effect.
5 Bedding must be provided for the calves and should be constructed in such a way to allow the calves to stand up lie down and turn around with ease and no difficulty.

Arriving at the farm unannounced at approximately 10:00 we met the owner Mr Hendri Robertson who appears to be upset for us being there. He told us that he had emailed Inspector Singh regarding the warning that was emailed to him. He said that he is not repeating himself for the same questions being asked like does he still uses the dehorning paste and why should he reconstruct the calves’ pens as they were constructed like that years ago and that nothing causes danger for the calves. However he allowed us to go through the farm and do the inspection. During our inspection we observed that the single calves’ pens are cleaned and adequate bedding was provided and that the workers are still busy with the cleaning of the pens. The old adhesive tape for fly control is being replaced in front of all the calf pens.

At the time of our inspection we could not see if the farmer ceased the use of dehorning / disbudding paste as there were no new calves put in the pens. The farmer told us that if this is illegal to use the paste then we must prove it and that he is not going to argue with us regarding this matter and that he is communicating with Navesh.A while later the farther came and he told us that he has been farming for over 36 years and why must he destroys his calf pens and we must give him valid legal reasons to do so as he spent a lot of money building those pens and that we must make an appointment with them if we have the prove or visits his farm.

Conclusion 

As mentioned before the farmer once again told us that the will communicate with National Inspector Navesh Singh as he is the person issued the warning to them.

Regards 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Henrico Pypers
Inspector
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