Facility Inspected: Karoo Donkey Sanctuary
Date of Inspection: 28 July 2025
Inspector: Henrico Pypers and Inspector Israel Silevu
Location: Bergwater Prince Albert

Animal Inventory Observed:
· Approximately 98 Donkeys
· 24 Cattle
· 13 Goats
· 9 Sheep
· ±38 Horses
· 12 Turkeys
·  9 Pigs
· Various Pigeons, Chickens, and Waterfowl (multiple species)

Observations & Findings:
 Shelter and Housing Conditions:
· Equine Shelter (Donkeys & Horses):
Shelter was available; however, it was not adequate to accommodate all equine animals simultaneously. This is a concern particularly in adverse weather conditions or extreme temperatures, where all animals should be able to access protection and rest comfortably. 
· Cattle, Sheep, Goats, and Pigs:
No serious shelter deficiencies were noted at the time of inspection. Shelter was present and appeared functional.
· Small Animals (Chickens, Pigeons, Waterfowl, and Turkeys):
Housing for smaller animals was found to be adequate, with appropriate structures providing protection from the elements and predators.
· Water Sources:
Water appeared to be available to all animals at the time of inspection. Containers were checked and found to be clean and appropriately placed; however, the pigs’ enclosure had no water, and the worker came while we were still standing in front of the enclosure and provided water for the pigs.
 General Condition of Animals:
· The general body condition of the animals appeared acceptable, with no immediate signs of malnutrition, untreated injuries, or neglect noted among the majority of species present.
· Routine checks should continue to ensure that animals remain in good health and any injuries or illnesses are promptly addressed.
Environment and Cleanliness:
· The premises were found to be reasonably clean considering the number and diversity of animals housed.
· There was no sufficient grazing where the cattle or horses are  kept however they were given supplementary feeding, and their body condition were fairly good.
· Manure management appeared in progress but should be closely monitored to prevent hygiene or pest-related issues.

Recommendations:
· Urgent review and expansion of equine shelter facilities to ensure full coverage for all donkeys and horses during inclement weather.
· Continued regular monitoring of water availability, feed quality, and parasite control.
· Ongoing general upkeep and sanitation of animal enclosures to maintain acceptable welfare standards.
· Horses: donkeys and cattle should be moved to greener pastures where they can also get natural grazing. 

Conclusion:
The Karoo Donkey Sanctuary appears to be functioning with a strong commitment to animal welfare. While most animals were observed in fair to good condition and small animal housing is adequate, immediate attention must be given to expanding equine shelter to meet the basic welfare requirements for these species. The workers told me that the large animals were kept in those enclosures for months and if they were not fed on supplementary feeding they would be starved and underweight. Old injuries were also observed on some of the donkeys, horses and cattle and this could not be confirmed if the injuries were sustained while they were in Mr Sherwin’s possession or if they were ill- treated and were rescued by Mr Sherwin.  SPCA will conduct follow-up inspections to ensure that necessary improvements are made. According to the complainant the owner will collect the animals tomorrow, but she is unsure where they will be moved to.

I went to do a follow up inspection on Wednesday 30 July 2025 after we had information to where the animals were moved to. Upon arrival on the farm, I met Mr Jonno Sherwin who showed me where they are keeping the animals. There was sufficient natural grazing for the horses, donkeys and cattle. The new premises also provide adequate shelter for all animals in 
Mr Sherwin’s possession as there were several storerooms available which they will convert into stables for donkeys and horses during the night.

Kind Regards
Inspector Henrico Pypers
Garden Route Spca








