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WARNING  5605 IN TERMS OF THE ANIMALS PROTECTION ACT 71 OF 1962

NAME OF ABATTOIR: Roelcor Malmesbury Geoge
NAME OF MANAGER : Ruan Iverson
PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 27 Rand Street, George Industrial
TEL. No: 044 874 2340


You are hereby Warned:

Under the Animal Protection Act 71 of 1962, in conjunction with the Meat Safety Act 40 of 2000 , the following concerns were identified during a routine inspection on the 19th of September 2024. 

Issues with Corrective Measures Requested:

Sheep Handling Concerns: Upon arrival at the abattoir, staff were observed pulling sheep by their ears. Although this behavior stopped once they noticed our presence, it raises concerns about improper handling when we are not present. Corrective action: Immediate training and monitoring of staff on proper handling techniques are required to ensure the humane treatment of animals at all times, even when unsupervised.
Inhumane Stun-to-Bleed Process: The stun-to-bleed area for small animals allows animals to witness others being slaughtered, which is distressing and inhumane. This violates the Animal Protection Act by inducing unnecessary fear. Corrective action: Install a visual barrier within one month to prevent animals from seeing others being slaughtered, reducing their distress.
Unclean Stun Area for Sheep: The stun area for sheep was observed to be dirty and covered in blood, creating an unhygienic and slippery surface. This not only forces the animals to step in and smell the blood but also causes a slipping hazard. Corrective action: The stun area should be cleaned frequently to maintain a safe and sanitary environment.
Improper Bleeding Process: The troughs beneath the animals bleeding out are not cleaned often enough, causing larger sheep to hang with their noses in the blood, forcing them to inhale it. Corrective action: Increase the frequency of trough cleaning to prevent distress for the animals.
Lack of Captive Bolt Pistol During Stunning: There was no captive bolt available during stunning with the electrical tongs. Corrective action: Ensure that a captive bolt is always available and properly maintained as a backup to the electrical stunning equipment.
Animals Left in Races During Breaks: Sheep were left standing in the races during a 30-minute tea break, causing unnecessary stress. Corrective action: Animals should be removed from the races during breaks to avoid undue stress and discomfort.
Damaged Offloading Ramp: The offloading ramp for small animals has a broken rubber section on one side, which poses a risk for improper vehicle positioning and potential injury to the animals' legs. Corrective action: The rubber on the ramp must be repaired within a week to ensure safe and proper offloading of animals.
Uncooperative Staff During Cattle Offloading: A truck arrived to offload cattle during the staff break, and staff refused to assist, with one staff member shouting aggressively. Corrective action: Staff should receive training on proper communication and assistance during offloading, and disciplinary action should be considered for unprofessional behavior.
These issues must be addressed promptly to ensure compliance with the Meat Safety Act  and the Animal Protection Act. Please submit a corrective action plan with the following deadlines: one week to replace the rubber on the loading ramp and one month to install the visual barrier by the slaughter area.
This warning has been issued in terms of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act No 169 of 1993. 

Failure to comply with this warning may render you liable for prosecution under the Animals Protection Act No 71 of 1962 and / or Meat Safety Act No. 40 of 2000. 

Any person who:- obstructs, hinders or resists an officer authorised in terms of the Animals Protection Act No 71 of 1962 or conceals any animal shall be guilty of an offence in terms of Section 8(4) of the aforementioned Act.

Signed & Accepted by: 	Emailed 
Place: 				George 						Time:
Inspector: 			Senior Inspector Salome Bruyns
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