
[image: ]


Sworn Affidavite

						1.

I, Thembinkosi Malinga, with ID: 9802045357084, a male, employed as an inspector by the Garden Route SPCA (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals ) situated 18 Bill Jeffery street with telephone number 044 693 0824.

						2.

The facts contained in this affidavit fall within my personal knowledge unless indicated otherwise or unless it appears so from context. The facts are also to the best of my knowledge and believed to be true and correct.

						3.

The Garden Route SPCA received a complaint on 12 March 2024 regarding a dog that is kept in a small cage and constantly barking , and was kept at 32 March street in Mosselbay.

4.

On 12 March 2024  an investigation was conducted at the premises by me and my branch manager Elize Goosen. Upon arrival we were welcomed by two security officer whom were on duty at the time ,Mr Ndlovu and the dog handler took us in for our inspection. They allowed us in and showed us the dog.
5.

There is one dog which is a male german sherperd - sterilised. The dog is kept in a cage which is made of galvanised sheet metal that cover three sides of the shelter and the front is mesh fencing . Cage is approximaltely 2,2m by 2,2m. There is also wooden box inside the cage which is disguised as a shelter.  The dog is provided with enough amounts of water and the dog appears to be in good body condition, I noticed the overgrown nails and the concerning bark and showing signs of distress. 

6.

We then went inside the building to see all relevant paperwork regarding the use and/or keeping any animals for safe guarding. The facility has obtained a licence (l.no PAL/08/802/042) train /exhibit/use for safeguarding. The dogs’ working routine could not be produced. The only record states that the dog last moved on the 22 of February 2024 when it went to George. The dogs’ PSIRA registration and medical history could not be provided. I then obtained the contact details of the supervisor and manager to bring this to their attention. We then left the premises.  Later the day I arranged an appointment with the supervisor Mr. Maduna to conduct an inspection with him present, he agreed to meet me on 14 March 2024. 

7.

On 14 March 2024, I returned to the property to do a follow up and I noticed the officer on duty walking the dog on a chain that is converted to a choke chain and the dog was excessively pulling and getting choked, I introduced my self and he introduced himself as Mr Malinga . Moments later Mr. Maduna arrived and we proceeded with the inspection. Mr. Maduna was requested to produce the working routine, medical record, resting /relaxing kemp and PSIRA registration for the dog. Mr. Maduna failed to provide me with any of the above mentioned request.  A copy of a vaccination card was shown to me and its stated that the dog was last administered with vanguard 5 on the last months of December 2023. I stated to Mr Maduna that the use of choke chain is unacceptable and as he has failed to produce any form of paper work regarding the dog, he has failed to keep and maintain the upkeep of standards of the welfare of the animals.  I then issued a warning (attached marked B) in writing and sent it via email to the site manager Christo Kammies. 


8.

[bookmark: _GoBack]On the 18 March 2024 a follow up inspection was conducted. Upon arrival at the premises I was welcomed by two security officers from Bokwe Security. I explained to the reason for my presence. I then asked Mr Ndlovu  if the is  any compliance with the previously issued warning. The officer stated to me that he is not aware of any welfare concern that was rectified. The site manager was given a phone call regarding the above mentioned welfare concerns and he stated to me that he has obtain funds from his superior and the funds will be used for the new equipment for the dog. He also added to say the dog will be rested on a new premises, that he will rent as he is busy with minor renovations. He requested that by the end of the week all concerns will be rectified.
 
						9.

On 04 March 2024, I went back for a follow up inspection.  The two officer whom are also handlers could not provide me with any updated paperwork as priously instructed. There was also no new collar, body harness or leash.  I  drove back to the SPCA office and I was requested by the SPCA receptionist to contact back Bokwe Security as they left a message to call them back.  I called back and the lady stated to me that Christo would like to meet me the next day regarding the concerns related to him . I responded to say that I am free the next day, they must just confirm the time and call the SPCA office. The SPCA was never phoned back .

10.

On 08 April 2024, I contacted Christo and could not get hold of him, I then phone the Bokwe compliance line and I was told that he has booked of sick and will be available on Friday. I phone him and asked regarding the dog’s welfare  concerns that needs to be rectified. He then stated to me that the dog is going to the vet later the day, later the day  I recieved an email from the manager Christo and a vet report was attached .

						11.

On the 11 March 2024, I contacted Christo again but this time with no responce. I then called the compliance again and requested that they provide me with the contact details of owner of the company. I called Mr. Bokwe himself and brought all mentioned welfare concerns regarding the dog that is being used for safe guarding. He responded to me that he was not informed by his employees, he stated that he requested two days to rectify all the concerns. A second warning (MARKED B)  was sent to his email adress that he provided me with.

						12.

On 15 March 2024 around 09h20am, a follow up was conducted at this facilty. Upon arrival there was two security officer from Bokwe .  I stated the reason for my presence. I asked about the previously mentioned welfare concerns and they stated to me that there was no new work routine or any paperwork provided to them. There is no new resting area kept as stated by Christo on email. A new neck collar was seen at the office. 

						13.

I hereby wish to lay charges of animal cruelty in terms of Section 2(1) (m),(q) and (r) of the Animals Protection Act No 71 of 1962 against Mr Bkwe   as per allegations that the dog is confined in such a way and condition to cause suffering to the dog, or  using unacceptable equipment and /resulting  to  unnecessary suffering. , the regulations contained in Government Notice No R1258 of 21 July 1972, as amended, and Government Notice No R1648 of 19 August 1977, as amended, having been complied with.

	The Animal Protection Act 71 of 1962 defines ‘owner’ in relation to an animal as follows: “...includes any person having the possession, charge, custody, control of that animal.” 

Section 2 (1) of the Act states the following offences in respect of animals:

(m) conveys, carries, confines, secures, restrains or tether any animal  

(i) under such conditions or in such a manner or position or for such a period of time or over such a distance as to cause animal unnecessary suffering that; or 
(ii) (ii) in conditions affording inadequate shelter, light or ventilation or in which such animal is excessively exposed to heat, cold, weather, sun, rain, dust exhaust gases or noxious fumes; or
(iii) without making adequate provision for suitable food, potable water and rest for such animal in circumstances where it is necessary; or

· The owner deliberately kept the dog for and infinite time without reasonable cause resulting to unnecessary suffering.
· The owner unnecessarily let the dog not rest after being on duty for 12hours 
· The owner prolong suffering to the dog as he failed to improve the welfare of the dog.

 (q) causes, procures or assists in the commission or omission of any of the aforesaid acts or, being the owner of any animal, permits the commission or omission of any such act; or

(r) by wantonly or unreasonably or negligently doing or omitting to do any act or causing or procuring the commission or omission of any act, causes any unnecessary suffering to any animal,
						
No animal should be suffering due to human ignorance.  They are sentient beings. I request that this matter should be investigated.  Animals has a Law protecting them, and the owner must be held responsible for the unnecessary suffering he is causing to the animal ( horse).  

I have no objection into taking the prescribed oath.
I consider the prescribed oath to be binding on my conscience. 
						
_______________________
DEPONENT

I certify that the above statement was taken down by me and that the deponent I know and understand the content of this statement.
has acknowledged that he knows and understands the contents of this statement. This statement was sworn to before me and the deponent’s signature was placed thereon in my presence at _____Kwanonqaba _____ on this the ______ day of ____March____ 2023
					
							COMMISSIONER OF OATHS
												
							NAME: COMMISSIONER OF OATHS
							
									 SAPS RANK
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