
 IN THE EX PARTE APPLICATION FOR THE ISSUE OF A WARRANT 
IN TERMS OF SECTION 8(1) OF THE ANIMALS PROTECTION ACT 71 OF 1962 


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
SUPPORTING AFFIDAVIT
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


I, the undersigned, Thembinkosi Malinga, do hereby make oath and state that: 


1. 	I am an adult male Inspector, employed as such by the Garden Route SPCA for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (“SPCA”) at 18 Bill Jeffry Ave, Kwanonqaba, Mossel Bay with contact telephone number: 044 693 0824. My certificate of authority for this district is attached marked: Annexure A. 

2. 	The facts contained in this affidavit fall within my personal knowledge unless indicated otherwise or unless it appears so from the context. The facts are also, to the best of my knowledge and belief, both true and correct. 

3.	In terms of section 3 of the Societies for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 169 of 1993, the NSPCA’s objects are inter alia to prevent the ill-treatment of animals by promoting their good treatment by man, to promote the interests of societies for the prevention of cruelty to animals and to make cognisance of the application of laws affecting animals and societies and to make representations in connection therewith to the appropriate authority. As part of the means by which it fulfils its objects, the SPCA appoints inspectors in terms of section 6(1)(c) of that Act. 

4.	By virtue of my afore-stated position as an officer of the Garden Route SPCA and in giving effect to its objects, particularly to prevent the ill-treatment of animals, I may, where necessary, exercise the powers provided for in terms of section 8 read with section 5(1) of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962 pertaining to the search, seizure and destruction, where necessary of animals. I verily believe that it is necessary for me to make use of the powers provided for by the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962 by virtue of the following circumstances. 

5. 	The Garden Route SPCA has reliably determined approximately 25 cats are being kept upon the following premises at 239 Flora Road, Dana Bay, Mossel Bay, owned by Mrs Stephnie Lerm. 



6.	The aforesaid information came to my attention after we received a complaint on the 16 August 2023,  concerning the number of cats kept on the premises and their poor living conditions. Trainee Inspector Wally Wagenaar and I went out to the premises to conduct an inspection. On arrival, at approximately 18h30, a gentlemen came out and we introduced ourselves and stated the reason of our presence, he then called Mrs Lerm. Mrs Lerm came out and we had a conversation through the fence. Mrs Lerm refused to consent our inspection and stated we must come on Saturday at 14h00. We then left the premises. 

On 19 August 2023, myself and Inspector Lucianio Bayi and law enforcement officer  went back to the premises to conducted our inspection. On arrival the owner was home.  She approached us , we introduced ourselves and stated the reason for our presence  and stated that myself and Lucianio was allowed in and that the law enforcement officer was denied access. We proceeded to go inside the house.  There were 15 cats which were all in an fairly good   body condition , medically I could not state if they are sick from the poor ventilation as well as the  windows are closed and the smell coming from the sand boxes. There was a pungent urine smell inside the house and the cats were scared and ran off when approached.  
 

7.	On the 17 October  2023 the SPCA received a complaint from a member of the public regarding the number of cats and the nuisance they cause around the neighbourhood.  Myself and the Branch Manager Elize Goosen went out to conduct an inspection. On arrival no one was home, we then went into the neighbour’s house and looked over the fence. There was a male German Shepard type dog inside the premises, the dog was in an inacceptable condition and the yard had foreign objects which can cause injury to the dog or cats. The grass was kept hygiene which will result in tick infestation. I could also see about 9 cats sitting on windows enjoying sunlight , other cats were sleeping on top of  a car The body condition of the cats could not be seen clearly as the windows are very dirty.    


8. 	The Garden Route SPCA requires authority to examine the condition of the cats and the conditions that the cats referred to above are kept in as it has reason to believe that one or more offences listed in section 2(1) of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962 listed below, have been/are being/are likely to be committed. In addition, the SPCA requires the presence of SAPS Officials and Public Order Police Officials, and, if necessary, may exercise its powers in terms of section 5(1) of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962. 

9.	I therefore request a warrant in terms of section 8 ( 1 ) of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962 and Regulation 468 (where appropriate) to examine the conditions in which the aforesaid animals are kept in order to ascertain whether or not an offence in terms of section 2. ( 1 ) of the Act has been, is being or is likely to be committed. Should such offenses be found, authorization for confiscation is also requested.

	Section 8 (1)
Powers of officers of society for prevention of cruelty to animals
 
(1) If authorized thereto by writing under the hand of the magistrate of a district, any officer of any society for the prevention of cruelty to animals may in that district- 
(a) without warrant and at any time with the consent of the owner or occupier, or failing such consent on obtaining an order from a magistrate, enter any premises where any animal is kept, for the purpose of examining the conditions under which it is so kept;


 (b) without warrant arrest any person who is suspected on reasonable grounds of having committed an offence under this Act, if there is reason to believe that the ends of justice would be defeated by the delay in obtaining a warrant;
 (c) on the arrest of any person on a charge of an offence under this Act, seize any animal or thing in the possession or custody of that person at the time of the arrest and take it forthwith before a magistrate;
 (d) exercise in respect of any animal the powers conferred by subsection (1) of section five upon a police officer and in respect of such exercise of those powers, the provisions of the said section shall mutatis mutandis apply.

10.	I request that such warrant authorise, Inspector Elize Goosen ,Ndyebo Ngqele , SAPS , LAW-enforcement  to accompany me upon such examination and confiscation, all of whom are also employed by the Garden Route SPCA.



_____________________________ 
DEPONENT 



The deponent has acknowledged that he knows and understands the contents of this affidavit/declaration, which was signed and sworn to before me at 

____________________ on this the _____ day of ________________ 2024, the regulations contained in Government Notice No R1258 of 21 July 1972, as amended, and Government Notice No R1648 of 19 August 1977, as amended, having been complied with. 
_____________________________ 
COMMISSIONER OF OATHS
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[bookmark: _muxipcyrwzln]Not to be confused with Hoarding (animal behavior)
Self-neglect and child/elder abuse[edit]
 
Main article: Diogenes syndrome
The problems of self-neglect and elder and child abuse are also health problems associated with animal hoarding. Self-neglect can be defined as "the inability to provide for oneself the goods or services to meet basic needs", and has been shown to be an "independent risk factor for death".[52] While self-neglect is a condition generally associated with the elderly, animal hoarders of any age can and do suffer from it.[46] This is demonstrated by the fact that hoarders' lifestyles often match the degenerate sanitary conditions that surround them. Child and elder abuse arise when dependents are living with the hoarder. According to one study, dependents lived with hoarders in over half of the cases.[42] As with his or her animals, the hoarder often fails to provide adequate care for dependents both young and old, who suffer from a lack of basic necessities as well as the health problems caused by unsanitary conditions.[43] In one case, two children of a couple hoarding 58 cats and other animals were forced to repeat kindergarten and first grade because of excessive absence due to respiratory infections.[46] Self-neglect and neglect of dependents make up a major human health concern of animal
[bookmark: _w0g76cnsu74n]Health effects on humans[edit]
Animal hoarding also causes many health problems for the people involved. Hoarders, by definition, fail to correct the deteriorating sanitary conditions of their living spaces, and this gives rise to several health risks for those living in and around hoarding residences.[3] Animal hoarding is at the root of a string of human health problems including poor sanitation, fire hazards, zoonotic diseases, envenomation, and neglect of oneself and one's dependents.
[bookmark: _dvvfm7y2vhks]Sanitation concerns[edit]
Poor sanitation practices, a general characteristic of hoarding households, pose health risks to both animals and humans. In typical hoarding residences, animal waste is found coating interior surfaces, including beds, countertops, and cupboards.[46] In one case, floors and other surfaces were found to be covered in a six-inch layer of feces and garbage.[3]
In addition to severe odors which may pose a nuisance to neighbors, animal waste poses serious health risks through both the spread of parasites and the presence of noxious ammonia levels.[44] OSHA, the United States agency regulating air quality standards in work-related environments, has identified an ammonia level of 300 parts per million as life-threatening for humans;[42] in many hoarding cases the atmospheric ammonia level in the housing space approaches this number,[45] requiring the use of protective clothing and breathing apparati during inspections or interventions.[46] In an extreme case, the ammonia level in the hoarder's house was 152 parts per million even after ventilation.[42]
The presence of animal waste also prevents sanitary storage and preparation of food, which puts residents at risk of contracting food-related illnesses and parasites.[46]Insect and rodent infestation can both follow and worsen hoarding conditions, and can potentially spread to the surrounding environment including to nearby buildings.[45] In one case, an elementary school had to be shut down due to a flea infestation that had spread from a nearby dog hoarder residence.[46]
Hoarders are frequently found to collect large numbers of inanimate objects in addition to animals,[43] giving rise to clutter as well. Hoarded objects can include newspapers, trash, clothing, and food; the clutter inhibits normal movement around the house, hampering household maintenance and sanitary food preparation, heightening the risk of accidents, and contributing to the overall level of squalor.[43] A lack of functioning toilets, sinks, electricity, or proper heating (often due to hoarders not paying bills, though poor maintenance may also be a cause) further exacerbates the problem.[46] Fire hazards comprise yet another health issue tied to poor sanitation;[46] the clutter found in many hoarding households prevents workable fire escape plans and serves as possible fuel when located close to heat sources. The risk is amplified when hoarders, due to inoperative heating systems, seek alternate heating methods such as fireplaces, stoves, or kerosene heaters.[46][47]
Zoonotic diseases[edit]
Another human health issue caused by animal hoarding is the risk of zoonotic diseases. Defined as "human diseases acquired from or transmitted to any other vertebrate animal",[48] zoonotic diseases can often be lethal and in all cases constitute a serious public health concern. Examples of well-known zoonotic diseases include bubonic plague, influenza, and rabies.[49] Common domesticated animals constitute a large portion of animals carrying zoonoses,[48] and as a result, humans involved in animal hoarding situations are at particular risk of contracting disease.[43] Zoonoses that may arise in hoarding situations—through vectors such as dog, cat, or rat bites—include rabies, salmonellosis, catscratch fever, hookworm, and ringworm.[50] One zoonosis of special concern is toxoplasmosis, which can be transmitted to humans through cat feces or badly-prepared meat, and is known to cause severe birth defects or stillbirth in the case of infected pregnant women.[51] The risk of zoonotic diseases is amplified by the possibility of community epidemics.
[bookmark: _steysc1npnj]Self-neglect and child/elder abuse[edit]
Main article: Diogenes syndrome
The problems of self-neglect and elder and child abuse are also health problems associated with animal hoarding. Self-neglect can be defined as "the inability to provide for oneself the goods or services to meet basic needs", and has been shown to be an "independent risk factor for death".[52] While self-neglect is a condition generally associated with the elderly, animal hoarders of any age can and do suffer from it.[46] This is demonstrated by the fact that hoarders' lifestyles often match the degenerate sanitary conditions that surround them. Child and elder abuse arise when dependents are living with the hoarder. According to one study, dependents lived with hoarders in over half of the cases.[42] As with his or her animals, the hoarder often fails to provide adequate care for dependents both young and old, who suffer from a lack of basic necessities as well as the health problems caused by unsanitary conditions.[43] In one case, two children of a couple hoarding 58 cats and other animals were forced to repeat kindergarten and first grade because of excessive absence due to respiratory infections.[46] Self-neglect and neglect of dependents make up a major human health concern of animal hoarding.
[bookmark: _dkh3d4gpeq4p]Mental health issues[edit]
Evidence suggests that there is "a strong mental health component" in animal hoarding, though it has not been firmly linked to any specific psychological disorder.[47]Models that have been projected to explain animal hoarding include delusional disorder, attachment disorder, obsessive–compulsive disorder, zoophilia, dementia, and addiction.[53] Direct evidence for most is lacking, however.[46]
Delusional disorder[edit]
Animal hoarders display symptoms of delusional disorder in that they have a "belief system out of touch with reality".[47] Virtually all hoarders lack insight into the extent of deterioration in their habitations and on the health of their animals, refusing to acknowledge that anything is wrong.[46] Furthermore, hoarders may believe they have "a special ability to communicate and/or empathize with animals",[53] rejecting any offers of assistance. Delusional disorder is an effective model in that it offers an explanation of hoarders' apparent blindness to the realities of their situations.

