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Warning number : 5400/01

 Issued to: BKB  Auction Organizers 
 Date of Auction: 19 November 2025
 Location: Coopers livestock Auction
 Issued by: Inspector Mariaan Wentzel

This warning is issued pursuant to the Animal Protection Act, 1962 (Act No. 71 of 1962) and the SANS Code 1469:2014, following inspection of the auction held on 19 November 2025. Several breaches of statutory obligations and welfare standards were observed.

A warning was issued on 26 September 2024 regarding similar concerns as well as on 16 July 2025.

1.Water Provision
· Observation: Pre-inspection pens for sheep had no water available. The last four cattle off-loading pens also lacked water until the issue was raised.
· Legal Obligation: Section 2(1)(e) of the Animal Protection Act prohibits confining animals without making adequate provision for food and water.
· Required Action: Ensure all pens, including pre-inspection pens, are equipped with continuous access to clean drinking water.
2. Shade and Shelter
· Observation: Goats, including three kids, were off-loaded without shade.
· Legal Obligation: Section 2(1)(c) requires provision of adequate shelter to protect animals from undue exposure.
· Required Action: Provide shade or shelter for vulnerable animals at all times.
3. Auction Order and Welfare Considerations
· Observation: Goats with kids were not prioritized for early auction despite welfare concerns.
· Legal Obligation: Section 2(1)(a) prohibits unnecessary suffering caused by neglect or improper handling.
· Required Action: Adjust auction procedures to prioritize vulnerable animals to minimize stress and exposure.
4. Ramp Safety
· Observation: Gaps between vehicle and ramps posed risk of injury.
· Legal Obligation: Section 2(1)(d) requires safe handling to prevent injury.
· Required Action: Install rubber mats or equivalent measures to eliminate gaps and ensure safe loading/unloading.
5. Transportation Concerns
· Observation: Trailer from Phillipe, Cape Town contained cattle with ticks, lacked water, and attempted resale within the prohibited 28-day period.
· Legal Obligation:
· Section 2(1)(f) requires animals to be free of parasites and transported under humane conditions.
· Required Action: Strengthen compliance, if animals cannot be offloaded, they may not be standing on trailers and if animals were transported from a far distance without water, water must be provided asap.  The facility is still in charge of the animals and is responsible for the welfare of the animal to prevent any unecessary suffering.
6. Handling of Animals
· Observation: Concerns were noted with handlers during herding, offloading and loading of animals, including rough handling and inadequate handling. Kicking, slap in faces, dragging by horns and ears are not allowed. 
· Legal Obligation: Section 2(1)(a) and 2(1)(b) prohibit causing unnecessary suffering or inflicting cruelty through improper handling.
· Required Action: Provide immediate retraining of handlers, enforce humane handling practices, and ensure supervision during off-loading and movement of animals. Supervising staff from BKB see the action but they ignore it instead, management should take immediate action. Warnings to staff should be issued and proof sent to SPCA. Proof of training must be forward to SPCA before next auction date.

Failure to implement corrective actions will result in potential prosecution under the Animal Protection Act, 1962.

The definition of owner according to The Animal Protection Act 71 of 1962:

Any person that is in control, custody, possession or charge of the animal is seen as the owner.

(2)(1) {p) being the owner of any animal, deliberately or without reasonable cause or excuse, abandons it, whether permanently or not, in circumstances likely to cause that animal unnecessary suffering or

(q) causes, procures or assists in the commission or omission of any of the aforesaid acts or, being the owner of any animal, permits the commission or omission of any such act; or

(r) by wantonly or unreasonably or negligently doing or omitting to do any act or causing or procuring the commission or omission of any act, causes any unnecessary suffering to any animal, 
shall, subject to the provisions of this Act and any other law, be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding two hundred rand or in default of payment to imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months or to such imprisonment without the option of a fine, or, where any such act or omission is of a willful and an aggravated nature, to a whipping not exceeding six strokes or to both such a fine and such a whipping or to both such imprisonment without the option of a fine 
· SANS 1469:2014 Humane handling and facilities for the protection of livestock at shows, auction sales, vending sites and livestock pounds
· SANS 1488:2014 Humane transportation of livestock by road.
Immediate action is required to rectify all violations. Respond to how this will be adressed within 7 days. 

Follow up inspection will conducted in 14 days during next scheduled auction.

This warning is issued in terms of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act No. 169 of 1983.
Failure to comply with this warning may render you liable for prosecution under the Animals Protection Act No. 71 of 1962.
Inspector: Mariaan Wentzel                                                         Place: Mosselbay SPCA
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