Notule: Meeting Between SPCA Inspector and Mosselbay Detectives
Harry Giddey Park Docket
Date: 24 November 2025 
Time: ±14h00 
Venue: Mosselbay Detective offices 
Attendees:
· SPCA Inspector Mariaan Wentzel
· Detective Pick
· IO Carelse (Absent)
1. Purpose of Meeting
Discussion regarding the ongoing investigation and docket preparation concerning alleged neglect and mismanagement of tortoises at Harry Giddey Park.
2. Key Questions Asked by Detective’s Superior
1. When did you notice there was something wrong at the park?
· Answer: After a complaint was received, an inspection revealed concerns about living conditions and possible illness among tortoises.
2. Did you inform anyone that the tortoises were sick, and if so, who?
· Answer: Yes, Francois, Elize Nel, and Abrie Nel were informed during the meeting.
3. Why do you believe the accused are guilty of the charges?
· Answer: The animals were neglected over a period without medical assessments, provided inadequate living conditions, allowed overcrowding and in breeding.
4. Who are the accused that the SPCA intends to prosecute?
· Answer: As per the statement: Elize Nel, Abrie Nel, Sammy, Anna, and Francois.
5. Who is the complainant?
· Answer: The complainant is anonymous, as stated in the Inspector’s statement.
6. Would SPCA consider sitting around the table with the Municipality if requested?
· Answer: Yes, provided the SPCA Manager is present.
7. If negotiations occur, will they be on the Municipality’s grounds?
· Answer: No, negotiations will take place on SPCA grounds, legally bound, with documents drafted by a lawyer.
8. Did they ever say where the animals came from?
· Answer: Yes, from the public.
9. Do you know how the animals got sick?
· Answer: Poor management: no biosecurity, no isolation facilities, no regular medical assessments.
3. Additional Notes
· The Superior mentioned he has a meeting with Municipality Lawyers and Advocates the following day regarding the docket.
· He indicated the case may take time, depending on the Prosecutor’s decision.
· He plans to build the case from the bottom up, ensuring all statements are drafted and added to the docket.
· Inspector Wentzel confirmed she will follow up on 25 or 26 November to hear the outcome of the meeting.
· Meeting ended after confirmation of next steps. Inspector Wentzel reiterated that there is a guilty party who must take responsibility for the neglect of animals at Harry Giddey Park.

Inspector Mariaan Wentzel                                                                                     24/11/2025

NOTES:  I did contact detective Carelse on 25/11/2025 and he advised me that the Municipal meeting has been moved to the 1/12/2025 and that they will give me feedback after.

