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Animal Welfare Inspection Report
[bookmark: _GoBack]Inspector Name: Inspector Mariaan Wentzel and Inspector Themba Malinga
Date of Inspection: 10 February 2025
Location of Inspection: Shalom Farm, Friemersheime     Inspection Reference Number: PHBC08250
Owner: Kosie Steyn
Contact Number: 0824589245
Email: kosiesteyn@gmail.com

Introduction: We were welcomed by Mr. Steyn, who assisted us with the inspection of the snail farm. The farm has been operating for the past three years, and the first snails were imported from Ukraine in 2022. Percy Steyn, the son, is a co-owner of the business. The farm is an intensive snail operation, which has been scaled down since its establishment in 2022. The species being farmed is Helix Aspersa.

Observations:
A. General Conditions of the Facility
The facility appeared well-maintained, with biosecurity protocols in place at each of the stations. There are currently six stations, of which only two are used for the snails.
There are approximately 3 million snails in total, with 500 kg of snails expected to be harvested soon from Station 1.
The areas where the snails are housed are clean, with a humidity level of approximately 70%. The temperature varies between 15°C and 25°C. Irrigation is computerized and activates depending on the weather conditions.
B. Animal Welfare and Conditions
· Animals Observed: Helix Aspersa Snails
· Physical Condition of Animals: The snails appeared healthy, and no concerns were observed.
· Behavioral Indicators: Natural behavior was observed, as the environment provided was conducive to the snails' needs.
· Shelter and Space: The snails were housed in adequate space, with sufficient shelter provided, including hatch boxes made of wood and mesh.
· Food and Water: The snails had access to clean water and were provided adequate food. Their diet includes snail food and Chinese cabbage once a day. Records are kept to monitor feeding on a daily basis.
C. Health and Veterinary Care
· Veterinary Treatment: A fungus was detected in one of the stations, resulting in the loss of millions of snails. The station was treated with a specialized spray, including Supremectrine, to address the issue.

4. Findings
Based on the observations made during the inspection, the following findings were noted:
The farm is well-maintained, and no welfare concerns were identified during the inspection.
Mr. Steyn and his son are in the process of obtaining a new buyer for their snails. The previous supplier, iVITl, sold the business and closed down, leaving Mr. Steyn without a current contract to supply anyone. He mentioned that he will provide the details of the new contract once it is finalized. The farm has scaled down its operations and now only uses two stations, with the other stations being converted into vegetable houses.

5. Conclusion
The inspection revealed no signs of any welfare concerns, and the facility will be monitored for ongoing compliance.

6. Recommendations
To ensure the continued welfare of the animals and compliance with animal welfare laws, the following actions are recommended:
· Regular routine inspections should be conducted.

7. Follow-Up Actions
A follow-up inspection is scheduled for June 2025 to assess the situation regarding the sale of the snails and to ensure the continued maintenance of welfare standards.
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