Animal Welfare Inspection Report
Welfare Tracker Details:
SHARK LAB / MINI AQUARIUM ( Mainly focussed on the shark, Bonny)
Inspector Name: Inspector Mariaan Wentzel 
Date of Inspection: 21 February 2025       Location of Inspection: The point, Mosselbay
Inspection Reference Number:                  
Complainant details: Routine Inspection
Owner: Allan
Contact details:  

Observations
A. General Conditions of the Facility
· The facility appeared well-maintained, with adequate space for all the animals.
· The areas where animals were housed were cleaned and there were no smells of concerns.
B. Animal Welfare and Conditions
· Animals Observed: There were an Octopus, Golden fish, a variety of exotic fish.
· Physical Condition of Animals: All the animals appear to be in good condition.
· Behavioural Indicators: There was no abnormal animal behaviour noticed during inspection. The fish appeared to be not stressed.
· Space: Animals were housed in adequate space. There were no over stocking in the tanks.
· Food: Fish are being fed according to there needs.  The Shark was fed with Prawn, Gernard, and a Vitamin supplement in capsule form.  The food was obtained from Vikings and The Muizenberg Laboratory (IDLE WEISE)
· The tank where the shark was kept in for 10 years had a length of 10 m, hight of 2.3 m and width 1.5m.
· The water for the tank was filtered directly from the sea into the tank.
· The tank was created to be as close as it can be in the sea, like a cave atmosphere.
· Lighting was created from very light, manie light getting weaker towards the east side of the tank.
· These sharks do not need to swim to breath like Ocean Pelagic sharks, they are reef type sharks and rest incaves, The smooth Hound is a Benthic shark.  The environment created was very close the environment in the sea. ( according to Alan)
· There are glass openings for the public to watch the shark and diving with her could have been arranged.
· The other tanks were cleaned, with enrichment.
C. Health and Veterinary Care
· Veterinary Treatment: There were no animals under any treatment. The veterinarians from Mosselbay Animal Clinic are the vets and Dr. De Wet and Dr Van Der Graaff.
· During our inspection there were no dead fish observed or any sick ones.



4. Findings and concerns
The PAPA Licence expires in October 2025 and were issued by Dr Marla Wilkenson. 
All permits are obtained from Sea fisheries in Cape Town.
Although Bonny the shark was released about 3 weeks ago, without making it public knowledge it is a huge concern that Alan is in the process to obtain two Smooth Hound puppies to replace Bonny. 
Furthermore, he stated that the puppies will be captured locally in the sea, caged and transported to the aquarium.  There they will be observed, treated and kept in the same tank where Bonny was kept for 10 years. 
My question is? Why will he be issued a permit to catch the pups in a natural environment to take them into a man-made environment for the next 10 years of there lives.  What president to you create to say its ok for aquariums to proceed but not a lame person from the public.  Why do you stress those pups for a unknown period of time with the possibility of getting injured. The method that they will be using the capture,  is also not humane and surely not ethical. The only option for them will be to hook them and then transfer to the aquarium to be seen by a veterinarian to take the hook out and treat the wound.
I could not find out if the facility is part of the Municipality.  The property belongs to the Municipality and are rented by a man named Albert.  The Shark lab is renting from Albert.
The facility is promoted by The Tourism Bureau of The Municipality



5. Conclusion
There might not have been a contravention of the Animal Protection Act during my inspection, I do not feel comfortable with the aquariums manner of how they obtain fish for research and public attraction.  

6. Recommendations
To ensure the facility keeps a high standard of welfare regular inspections will be conducted and follow up will also be done regarding the PAPA Licence.  
I strongly feel that we need to prevent the Lab from obtaining more sharks, and will discuss this matter with Cheri.

7. Follow-Up Actions
· A follow-up inspection is scheduled.

Inspector: Mariaan Wentzel

