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Report on Algerynskraal Free Range Chickens
Inspection Date: 14 May 2025 
Inspectors: Mariaan Wentzel and Thembinkosi Malinga
Owner of the chickens: Mr. Mornay Moolman      contact nr: 0828293736
Physical address: Section 22/152 Algerynskraal, Ladismith
Background
A complaint was referred to the Mossel Bay SPCA from the NSPCA regarding free-range layer chickens in the Ladismith area, Western Cape. The complainant alleged that the chickens were not being fed properly and were dying as a result.
Inspection
Authorization for the inspection was obtained from Magistrate John Kiewiets at the Ladismith Court at approximately 09:30. Following this, we proceeded to the provided location.
The property, registered as a Pty Ltd, consists of Algerynskraal and Mangoose 92, situated on the road between Ladismith and Barrydale. Upon arrival, we introduced ourselves to the farm manager, Mr.Wait, and explained the purpose of our visit. The owner named Mornay was not on the farm and Mr. Wait gave us permission to go to the chicken enclosures.
Observations
· The inspection was conducted externally, allowing clear visibility into the enclosures and the living conditions of the chickens.
· Food and water were available, and no deceased chickens were observed inside or outside the enclosures.
· Concerns: In the middle enclosure, housing younger layers, four chickens appeared to require medical attention.
· Symptoms included open beaks, apparent breathing difficulties, and lethargy.
· One chicken was sitting with its head hanging, while two others stood near the water bowl without drinking or moving.
· Facility Condition:
· Enclosures were adequate in size and well-maintained.
· Two outdoor enclosures provided grass areas for the chickens, allowing them to move freely.
· Ventilation appeared sufficient, and there was no ammonia odor.
Follow-up Discussions
After the inspection, we attempted to contact Mr. Moolman. A gentleman named Herman van Eeden assisted us, explaining that chicken carcasses are brought to him to feed the pigs.
Herman confirmed that Moolman experienced higher mortalities 3–4 months ago,and that Mornay started treating the chickens with Doxytet when sick, and the mortalities declined since.
Upon meeting Morne Moolman and his wife, we explained our visit. They responded surprisingly and did not expect a visit from us. We returned to the facility with them to conduct a more detailed inspection with education given..
· Action Taken:
· We advised the immediate culling of the four chickens requiring medical attention.
· Moolman agreed and expressed interest in learning humane culling methods, which Themba explained.
We recommended involving the state veterinarian to provide guidance on the suspected respiratory tract infection and ensure proper treatment. They expressed gratitude for the information and committed to contacting Dr. Fox (contact details provided). We requested a follow-up report after the veterinarian’s inspection.
Current Farm Operations
· Chicken Population: Approximately 800 chickens
· Sales:
· End-of-lifecycle layers sold to the local community
· Free-range eggs distributed locally
· Resources:
· Water is stored in tanks
· Chicken feed purchased from Riversdale Cooperation
· Health & Maintenance:
· Use of carbadust on chickens
· Provision of stress pack supplements
Conclusion
Based on conversations with various individuals, it appears the complaint originates from a neighbor or former worker dispute. No clear evidence of cruelty was identified during the inspection.
A warning ( 5241 ) was issued to ensure that no chickens suffer unnecessarily.
Recommendations
· The NSPCA Farm Unit may conduct a follow-up inspection when in the area.
· Alternatively, the NSPCA may request another inspection within a specified timeframe.
Report Written By:
Inspector Mariaan Wentzel
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