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Warning        Nr : 5981
BKB Auction Organizers
Date: 21 January 2026
Subject: Formal Warning – Animal Welfare Concerns

Dear Mr. Erasmus

Following the welfare inspection conducted at Cooper Sale Yard on 21 January 2026, concerns were identified regarding the handling of livestock. While improvements were noted compared to previous inspections, the following incidents require immediate corrective action:

Key Concerns
1. Use of Prodders: A prodder was used during loading despite clear welfare guidelines prohibiting excessive use, in the presence of a gentleman named Theunis. (He is at the cattle loading area) The prodder was supplied by a truck driver and then used by the staff of BKB.
The Animal Protection Act 71 of 1962 Section 2 (1) Any person who – 
(a) ill-treats, neglects, infuriates, overloads, overdrives, overrides, tortures or maims or cruelty beats, kicks, goads or terrifies any animal
(f) uses on or attaches to any animal any equipment, appliance or vehicle which causes or will cause injury to such animal, or which is loaded, used or attached in such a manner as will cause such animal to be injured or to become diseased or to suffer unnecessary
2. Improper Use of PVC Pipe: A herder was observed striking cattle in the face and testicle area with a PVC pipe.
The Animal Protection Act 71 of 1962 Section 2 (1) Any person who – 
(b) ill-treats, neglects, infuriates, overloads, overdrives, overrides, tortures or maims or cruelty beats, kicks, goads or terrifies any animal
(f) uses on or attaches to any animal any equipment, appliance or vehicle which causes or will cause injury to such animal, or which is loaded, used or attached in such a manner as will cause such animal to be injured or to become diseased or to suffer unnecessary

3. Sheep Handling Incident: A herder placed his hands around a sheep’s neck,   causing the animal to stumble.

The Animal Protection Act 71 of 1962 Section 2 (1) Any person who – 
(c) ill-treats, neglects, infuriates, overloads, overdrives, overrides, tortures or maims or cruelty beats, kicks, goads or terrifies any animal
(f) uses on or attaches to any animal any equipment, appliance or vehicle which causes or will cause injury to such animal, or which is loaded, used or attached in such a manner as will cause such animal to be injured or to become diseased or to suffer unnecessary

3. Calf Handling: A calf was off-loaded with older cattle, which posed a welfare risk. Although corrected promptly, staff must be trained to prevent recurrence.

The Animal Protection Act 71 of 1962 Section 2 (1) Any person who – 
(b) confines, chains, tethers, secures, any animal unnecessary or under such conditions or in such a manner or position as to cause that animal unnecessary suffering or in a place which affords inadequate space, ventilation, light, protection or shelter from heat, cold or weather 

Required Actions
· Reinforce training for all staff in correct animal handling procedures.
· Prohibit the use of prodders and inappropriate tools during loading and herding.
· Ensure calves are always handled separately and appropriately.
· Provide written confirmation to the SPCA within 14 days outlining corrective actions taken.

This warning is issued in terms of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act No. 169 of 1983.
Failure to comply with this warning may render you liable for prosecution under the Animals Protection Act No. 71 of 1962.

Furthermore, I need to bring the following under your attention: Disrespectful behavior from a staff member (identified as Theunis) towards inspectors was noted. Such conduct is unacceptable and must be addressed immediately.

Issued by:  Inspector Mariaan Wentzel   
                    Mosselbay SPCA
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