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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN AT THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE SPCA INSPECTORATE REGARDING THE ATTACHED NOTICE TO COMPLY ISSUED TO MRS LORRAINE ENGELBRECHT ON 1 – 01 – 2023.

I hereby certify this day that I have this day at the request of Mrs Engelbrecht examined her 12 year-old Boerboel unsterilized bitch named Mia in response to the notice to comply issued by NSPCA inspector Lindokuhle.

The dog is aged and nearing the end of its life and is losing weight. Currently it weighs 38,6 Kg. Its skin is sclerosed over the dorso-lumbar and perineal areas and on the dorsal ear flaps and it has callused skin on its limbs caused by weight bearing as commonly occurs in this breed.

Mrs Engelbrecht informed me that the dog is still eating all its food and is still active in spite of its aged appearance and thin appearance. 

My clinical examination did not detect any signs of severe clinical illness. The skin condition I attribute to chronic dermatosis probably caused by bouts of atopy induced pruritis. The owner reported that the dog was currently pruritic.

It was a hot day at the time of my examination and the dog’s temperature was 39,5 C. I examined a blood smear and noted a distinct monocytosis. As Ehrlichiosis is prevalent in the area in which Mrs Engelbrecht resides I have placed the dog on a oral course of doxycycline and treated the pruritis with an injection of long acting dexamethasone. 
I have requested the owner to bring her dog back for a follow-up examination on the 6th January to re-assess the dog’s condition. 

I attribute most of the unattractive appearance of the dog to its advanced age and its chronic skin condition.

I do not believe the dog is suffering excessively but it is in decline as a result of its rapid ageing at the end of its life. I will discuss this further with the owner at the next consultation. And advise her on the advisability of euthanasia at an appropriate time as the health of her dog declines further.
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