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I, Lee Shanon Prins, further state under oath and in English that: 






SWORN AFFIDAVIT


I, the undersigned 
LEE SHANON PRINS
(ID 9603135146083)

Do hereby make oath in English and state that: 

1.
I am an adult male Inspector employed by the Cape of Good Hope Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (“SPCA”) at corner of 1st Avenue and First Road, Grassy Park with contact telephone number/s 021 700 4158/9 and with email address inspectorate@spca-ct.co.za.
2.
The facts contained in this affidavit fall within my personal knowledge unless indicated otherwise or unless it appears so from the context. The facts are also, to the best of my knowledge and belief, both true and correct. 
3.
On 04 September 2023, the Cape of Good Hope SPCA received a complaint regarding denial of food and water to dogs kept at 42 Van Der Stel Street, Sunkist in Bellville (“the property”). My colleague, Trainee Inspector Clodeen Arnolds, investigated the complaint and issued a total of three (3) Notices to Comply as well as tried to communicate with Mr Mulugeta Heramo (“the owner” of the dogs on the property) through telephone calls and SMS a total of ten (10) times. 
4.
On 18 September 2023, my colleague observed a dog with a severely matted coat from outside the gate of the property. None of the notices were complied to by the owner and the owner never responded to Trainee Inspector Arnolds. I was then assigned to attend to the case. 
5.
On 26 September 2023, I arrived at the property at approximately 12:16. Upon my arrival I called out from the main gate of the property. When I received no response, I hooted at the gate of the property. Still no one came out of the house on the property. I then tried phoning the owner, Mr Heramo, on 065 703 8938, a total of two (2) times. Both times the call just rang and eventually went to voicemail. 
6.
On 10 October 2023, I obtained a court order from Bellville Magistrates Court. I was accompanied by my colleague, Trainee Inspector Clodeen Arnolds of the Cape of Good Hope SPCA, and Officer Ashley Grosch from the City of Cape Town’s Law Enforcement department, to execute my court order at the property. Upon our arrival to the property at approximately 11:40, we hooted and called out from the gate but received no response. I then jumped over the fence of the property to go and inspect any animals on the property and their living conditions. Once inside the property, I found two (2) dogs. I couldn’t find a source of water for the dogs. One of the dogs appeared to have a skin condition and the other dog had ocular discharge and a severely matted coat. Due to the conditions the dogs were found in, I removed them from the property. After the dogs were loaded into my SPCA vehicle, I issued Seizure Notice 02001 to the owner and placed the notice along with a copy of the court order and Regulation 468 into a plastic sleeve. I then stuck the plastic sleeve onto the security gate of the door to the house and for the owner to see upon his return home. I then immediately took the dogs to be examined by a veterinarian at the Cape of Good Hope SPCA. 
7.
Photographs 1 to 8 in “Photographic Evidence C” were taken by myself with my Samsung Galaxy A23 cellular phone at 42 Ven Der Stel Street, Sunkist in Bellville on 10 October 2023. The photographs contained in the album labelled “Photographic Evidence C” have not been edited or altered in any way and are a true and accurate reflection of my findings. 
8.
I hereby respectfully request that Mr Mulugeta Heramo be charged in terms of Section 2(1)(a) of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962 for neglecting the dogs in his care thereby causing the dog’s unnecessary suffering.  
9.
I hereby respectfully request that Mr Mulugeta Heramo be charged in terms of Section 2(1)(c) of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962 for unnecessarily denying water to the dogs in his care. 
10.
I hereby respectfully request that Mr Mulugeta Heramo be charged in terms of Section 2(1)(e) of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962 for keeping the dogs in his care in a parasitic condition and allowing his dogs dog to become infested with mites as well as not providing the dogs with the necessary veterinary or medical attention or treatment for sarcoptic mange they had developed thereby prolonging the suffering of the dogs. 
11.
I hereby respectfully request that Mr Mulugeta Heramo be charged in terms of 2(1)(q) for causing and permitting the commission and omission of the aforesaid acts against the dogs in his care.  
12.
I hereby respectfully request that Mr Mulugeta Heramo be charged in terms of Section 2(1)(r) for unreasonably and negligently doing and omitting to do the aforesaid acts thereby causing unnecessary suffering to the dogs in his care.
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I know and understand the content of this declaration.
I have no objection to taking the prescribed oath.
I consider the prescribed oath to be binding on my conscience.


_____________________________ 
DEPONENT 

The deponent has acknowledged that he knows and understands the contents of this affidavit/declaration, which was signed and sworn to before me at ____________________ on this the _____ day of ________________ 20___, the regulations contained in Government Notice No R1258 of 21 July 1972, as amended, and Government Notice No R1648 of 19 August 1977, as amended, having been complied with. 


_____________________________ 
COMMISSIONER OF OATHS


Full names: 											

Designation: 										

Business address: 										
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