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I, Clodeen Arnolds, further state under oath and in English: 




SWORN AFFIDAVIT


I, the undersigned 
CLODEEN FRANCIS ARNOLDS
(ID 9710290185086)

Do hereby make oath in English and state that: 

1.
I am an adult female employed as a Trainee Inspector by the Cape of Good Hope Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (“SPCA”) at corner of 1st Avenue and First Road, Grassy Park with contact telephone number/s 021 700 4158/9 and with email address inspectorate@spca-ct.co.za.
2.
The facts contained in this affidavit fall within my personal knowledge unless indicated otherwise or unless it appears so from the context. The facts are also, to the best of my knowledge and belief, both true and correct. 
3.
On 04 September 2023, the Cape of Good Hope SPCA received a complaint regarding dogs being underfed and denied water at 42 Van Der Stel Street, Sunkist, Bellville (“the property”). 
4.
On 05 September 2023, I arrived at the property to investigate the complaint received. Upon my arrival, I hooted at the gate of the property and called out to any occupants that may be on the property but I received no response and it appeared that there wasn’t anyone home. I couldn’t see any dogs from outside the property and so I issued Notice to Comply 10738 to the owners of the dogs and the occupants of the property and for them to see upon their return home. The Notice instructed the owners or occupants to contact the Cape of Good Hope SPCA’s Inspectorate department within twenty-four (24) hours to discuss the animals on their property and under their control. As I was about to stick the Notice onto the gate for the owners to see, an adult woman came to me and informed me she was the neighbour of the owners. I asked her if there were dogs on the property and she confirmed there were. She then told me she’d ensure the owners of the dogs get the Notice by handing it to them herself. I then thanked her and concluded my inspection. 
4.1.
[bookmark: _GoBack]At approximately 17:50, a man called the SPCA and got through to our Inspectorate department and was identified as Mr Mulugeta Heramo (“the owner”) calling in regards to Notice to Comply 10738. He told the control officer that there is nothing wrong with his dogs and that he didn’t know what the SPCA was. He provided his contact number as 065 703 8938 and his email address as mulugetaheramo1@gmail.com.  
5.
On 07 September 2023, at approximately 10:30, I arrived at the property to conduct a follow up inspection. Upon my arrival to the property, I met with an adult woman who introduced herself as Ms Letwin Chirisa, the cousin of John. When I asked about the owner and his dogs, Ms Chirisa informed me that she didn’t know anything about the dogs and that she couldn’t give me access to the property to inspect the dogs. I then issued Notice to Comply 10743 to the owner instructing him to again contact the SPCA. I left the notice with Ms Chirisa who gave me assurance that she’d give the notice to her cousin (the owner of the dogs). 
5.1.
At approximately 13:00 that same day, I contacted the owner on 065 703 8938. The owner informed me that he’d be available on Wednesday, 13 September 2023 for me to inspect the dogs on the property and that I can call that same morning to check if he was at home, to which I agreed. 
6.
On 13 September 2023, I tried calling the owner on 065 703 8938 to confirm the inspection to take place but his phone went unanswered. 
7.
On 14 September 2023, I tried calling the owner again on 065 703 8938 a total of three (3) times. All three times, the calls went unanswered and to voicemail. 
8.
On 15 September 2023, I again tried calling the owner on 065 703 8938. His phone again went unanswered and eventually to voicemail. I then requested that a qualified Inspector be sent to inspect the property and try meet the owner whilst he was still on the property. The case was then reassigned to my colleagues, Trainee Inspector Kevin Matthys and Inspector Lee Prins of the Cape of Good Hope SPCA. 
9.
On 16 September 2023, I again attempted to conduct an inspection at the property but again found that there wasn’t anyone home. From outside the gate of the property, I observed a black dog which appeared to have a severely matted coat. I again tried contacting the owner on 065 703 8938 but the call went unanswered. 
10.
On 18 September 2023, I again tried contacting the owner telephonically on 065 703 8938 and to discuss my observation of the matted dog seen on 16 September 2023. However, the call again went unanswered and eventually to voicemail. I then sent a message to the owner on 065 703 8938 via Televiva. My message requested that the owner contact me regarding an inspection that urgently needed to be carried out at his property. 
11.
On 21 September 2023, I attempted another inspection at the property after not receiving any response or feedback to the message sent to the owner on 18 September 2023. Upon my arrival to the property at approximately 16:10, I hooted and called out to any occupants that may be home. After receiving no response, I again tried calling the owner twice on 065 703 8938 but my calls went straight to voicemail. I then issued a final notice, Notice to Comply 11016, instructing the owner to contact the Cape of Good Hope SPCA’s Inspectorate department within twenty-four (24) hours to discuss the animals on his property and under his care. In the notice, I mentioned that the SPCA had tried contacting the owner (both telephonically and via SMS) various times yet received no response. I further included on the notice that if the SPCA still doesn’t receive a response, further action would be taken. I then requested that the case be reassigned to my colleague, Lee Prins, a qualified Inspector of the Cape of Good Hope SPCA. 
12.
Photograph 1 in “Photographic Evidence A” was taken using a Samsung Galaxy A23 cellular phone camera on 16 September 2023 at 42 Van Der Stel Street, Sunkist, Bellville. Photograph 1 in “Photographic Evidence B” was taken by myself using my Samsung Galaxy A23 cellular phone camera on 21 September 2023 at 42 Van Der Stel Street, Sunkist, Bellville. The photographs contained in the albums labelled “Photographic Evidence A” and “Photographic Evidence B” have not been edited or altered in any way and are a true and accurate reflection of my findings. 
13.
I know and understand the content of this declaration.
I have no objection to taking the prescribed oath.
I consider the prescribed oath to be binding on my conscience.


_____________________________ 
DEPONENT 

The deponent has acknowledged that she knows and understands the contents of this affidavit/declaration, which was signed and sworn to before me at ____________________ on this the _____ day of ________________ 20___, the regulations contained in Government Notice No R1258 of 21 July 1972, as amended, and Government Notice No R1648 of 19 August 1977, as amended, having been complied with. 


_____________________________ 
COMMISSIONER OF OATHS


Full names: 											

Designation: 										

Business address: 										
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