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I, Theo John Arendolf, further state under oath and in English that: 





SWORN AFFIDAVIT


I, the undersigned 
THEO JOHN ARENDOLF
(ID 8701115059086)

Do hereby make oath in English and state that: 

1.
I am an adult male Inspector employed by the Cape of Good Hope Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (“SPCA”) at corner of 1st Avenue and First Road, Grassy Park with contact telephone number/s 021 700 4158/9 and 078 801 3362 with email address inspectorate@spca-ct.co.za.
2.
The facts contained in this affidavit fall within my personal knowledge unless indicated otherwise or unless it appears so from the context. The facts are also, to the best of my knowledge and belief, both true and correct. 
3.
On 24 November 2023, I responded to a complaint received by the Cape of Good Hope SPCA regarding underweight and malnourished dogs at 19 Brookford Road in Lotus River (“the property”). I arrived at the property at approximately 12h20. I called out to the property occupants and even hooted outside the gate of the property but there appeared to be no one home as no one responded to my calls and shouts. From outside the gate, I observed three (3) dogs on the property: one (1) white and brown Jack Russel Terrier crossbreed dog, one (1) large severely underweight black and brown crossbreed dog, and one (1) severely underweight black with white Great Dane crossbreed dog. The two (2) larger black dogs appeared to be severely underweight evident by their protruding ribcages, their protruding hip and pelvic bones as well as their lack of fat and muscle. Their abdomens were severely tucked. I issued the occupants of the property and the caretakers of the dogs with Warning 18370 instructing them to provide their dogs with adequate food on a daily basis and to contact me within twenty-four (24) hours on the SPCA telephone number to discuss the welfare concerns relating to their animals. I secured the warning in a waterproof plastic bag and stuck it onto their gate for them to see upon their return home. 

4.
On 27 November 2023, I went to conduct a follow up inspection at the property as I hadn’t been contacted by the occupants of the property or the owners of the dogs as per Warning 18370 as well as to follow up on the condition of the two underweight dogs I inspected previously. Upon my arrival to the property at approximately 10h00, I observed that the warning I previously issued had been removed from the gate but it again appeared that there was no one home as I received no response to my calling and hooting from the gate. I observed the larger two (2) black dogs to still be severely underweight evident by their protruding bones and severe lack of fat and muscle. I provided the dogs with biscuits through the gate and they very hurriedly ate the food without chewing and without fighting indicating to me that they were very hungry. I issued the occupants of the property and the caretakers of the dogs with another warning, Warning 18371, instructing them to provide their dogs with adequate food on a daily basis; to provide their underweight dogs with veterinary attention within twenty-four (24) hours and provide the veterinarian’s report to the SPCA, and to contact me within twenty-four (24) hours on the SPCA telephone number to discuss the welfare concerns relating to their dogs. I further indicated on the warning that failure to comply with the warning would render further action being taken. I again secured the warning in a waterproof plastic bag and stuck it onto the gate of the property for the occupants and owners to see upon their return home.

4.1.
At approximately 16h02 on 27 November 2023, a woman who introduced herself to be Ms Althea Oakes, called Cape of Good Hope SPCA’s Inspectorate Department and got through to Control. Ms Oakes informed the Control officer that she was the owner of the dogs kept at the property relevant to Warning 18371 and confirmed her contact details to be 079 974 4220 and 072 307 1963. 

5.
On 28 November 2023, I arrived at the property at approximately 15h30 to conduct an inspection at the property and follow up on the conditions of the dogs. Upon my arrival, I met an adult coloured woman who introduced herself to be Ms Althea Oakes (“the owner”). Ms Oakes told me that she was the owner of the dogs. She informed me that she was going to the shops and stated I should rather come back at 16h30 to conduct an inspection. I agreed to come back at 16h30 to conduct my inspection. 

5.1.
Later that same day, I arrived back at the property at approximately 16h30 as agreed upon with Ms Oakes). Upon requesting entry to conduct my inspection, Ms Oakes no longer wanted to talk to me regarding the animals and told me that she wouldn’t let me onto the property as her husband was not at home. I explained to Ms Oakes that I was there to inspect the dogs as they are underweight. Ms Oakes claimed that the SPCA was already at her house and that they had assisted her with sterilisation and deworming of the dogs and that when they had been there, the dogs were in the same condition that they are in now. I explained that the welfare concerns being addressed with her now are based on my current observations of the dogs and that the dogs must be fed with adequately nutritious food on a daily basis and that given their current condition of being underweight, they would have to take the dogs to be seen to by a veterinarian. I further offered Ms Oakes the opportunity to surrender the dogs over into the SPCA’s custody, to which she refused. I then advised Ms Oakes to take the dogs to Cape of Good Hope SPCA (COGH SPCA) to be seen to by the veterinarians there. I issued Warning 18375 to Ms Althea Oakes, with ID number 8111170249087, instructing her to provide the animals with adequate veterinary attention within seventy-two (72) hours and to provide the SPCA with a veterinary report as well as to inform Mr Oakes to make himself available for an inspection to be conducted. Ms Oakes signed for the warning and I left. 
6.
On 04 December 2023, at approximately 14h15, I arrived at the property to follow up on the conditions of the dogs. Upon my arrival, I met with a man who stated he was a mechanic. The man told me that the owners of the animals were not at home. The man further stated that Mr Oakes had gone to Paarl to collect car parts. I attempted to contact the owners on both 079 974 4220 and 072 307 1963, but my calls went unanswered. I then sent the owner a message via ‘Win SMS’ stating that I had tried calling them and that I was currently at their property regarding their dogs. I further requested to be given feedback regarding whether the dogs had been assessed by a veterinarian. I further requested that the provide me with proof that the dogs were taken to the veterinarian and that they have a treatment plan for the dogs. 
7.
On 05 December 2023, I followed up with the SPCA’s Hospital department to check if Mr Oakes or Ms Oakes brought their dogs in to be checked by the veterinarians. I confirmed that neither Ms Oakes or Mr Oakes brought any dogs to the SPCA. Additional to this, I received no response to the message sent on 04 December 2023. 
8.
On 07 December 2023, with the assistance of Chief Inspector Jaco Pieterse from the COGH SPCA and Officers Waleed Abdurahman and Zovuyo Zoleka from the City of Cape Town’s Law Enforcement department, I executed a court order obtained from the Wynberg Magistrates Court at the property. Upon our arrival to the property at approximately 11h00, my colleague, Chief Inspector Pieterse and I found the main gate of the property to be wide open. Once we entered the property, an adult man saw us. I started to approach the man to inform him why we were at the property but he walked past me and ignored my approach. He walked up to the main gate of the property and started trying to close the gate whilst waving his arms in a gesture to tell us to get off his property. 
8.1.
When Chief Inspector Pieterse approached the man and told him not to close the gate and started to explain that we have a court order, the man began raising his voice and telling Chief Inspector not to tell him to not close his gate. The situation escalated quickly and whilst Officer Ellis and Chief Inspector Pieterse continuously tried to explain the court order to the man, I continued to capture the dogs and load them into my vehicle. The man continued arguing, raising his voice and cursing at us. The third dog was scared and ran away but, in my opinion, due to the dog being very hungry, we were able to capture the dog by offering it food. When we offered the dog food, it hurriedly ate without stopping which in my opinion indicates just how hungry the dog was. Once all three (3) dogs were loaded into the back of my vehicle, we did a final inspection of the property to ensure there weren’t additional animals in compromised conditions as Mr Oakes had insinuated that there were snakes and birds on the property. Once we began our final check of the property, Ms Oakes arrived and joined Mr Oakes in trying to prevent Chief Inspector Pieterse and I from checking the rest of the property. Ms Oakes stated that there were no additional animals on the property and called Mr Oakes by his first name, Robin, to assist her in not letting Chief Inspector Pieterse and I into the house on the property. Whilst we proceeded our inspection, despite being hindered by Mr Oakes and Ms Oakes, we found three (3) cats inside the house. There were no windows open and there was a very strong smell of ammonia inside. I could not find any water potable water provision for the cats inside the house. We removed the cats from the property due to their living conditions and due to Ms Oakes and Mr Oakes having lied about there being cats. 
8.2.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Once the three (3) cats were also loaded in the back of my vehicle, I issued Seizure Notice 02205 to Ms Oakes and Mr Oakes but they refused to sign the seizure notice. I left the property having provided Mr Oakes and Ms Oakes with a copy of Seizure Notice 02205, a copy of the court order, and a copy of Regulation 468. All six (6) animals were taken to the Cape of Good Hope SPCA to be assessed by veterinarians and Occurrence Book (OB) entry number 604/12/2023 was obtained from Grassy Park SAPS regarding the removal of the animals from the property. 
9.
Photographs 1 to 3 in “Photographic Evidence A” were taken by myself, with my Samsung Galaxy A23 cellular phone on 24 November 2023 at 19 Brookford Road in Lotus River. The photographs contained in the album labelled “Photographic Evidence A” have not been edited or altered in any way and are a true and accurate reflection of my findings. Photographs 1 to 5 in “Photographic Evidence B” were taken by myself, with my Samsung Galaxy A23 cellular phone on 27 November 2023 at 19 Brookford Road in Lotus River. The photographs contained in the album labelled “Photographic Evidence B” have not been edited or altered in any way and are a true and accurate reflection of my findings. Screenshots 1 to 4 in “Photographic Evidence C” are of video “20231204_142338” which was taken by myself, with my Samsung Galaxy A23 cellular phone on 04 December 2023 at 19 Brookford Road in Lotus River. Video “20231204_142338” and the screenshots contained in the album labelled “Photographic Evidence C” have not been edited or altered in any way and are a true and accurate reflection of my findings. 
9.1.
I hereby respectfully request that Ms Althea Oakes with ID no. 8111170249087 and Mr Robin Oakes be charged in terms of Section 2(1)(a) of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962 for neglecting the dog in his care thereby causing his dog’s unnecessary suffering.  
9.2.
I hereby respectfully request that Ms Althea Oakes with ID no. 8111170249087 and Mr Robin Oakes be charged in terms of Section 2(1)(c) of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962 for unnecessarily under-feeding their dogs and for unnecessarily denying water to their cats. 
9.3.
I hereby respectfully request that Ms Althea Oakes with ID no. 8111170249087 and Mr Robin Oakes be charged in terms of Section 2(1)(e) of the Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962 for keeping their dogs and cats in a parasitic condition and allowing them to become infested with external parasites as well as failing to render or procure veterinary or medical attention or treatment to their severely underweight dogs.   
9.4.
I hereby respectfully request that Ms Althea Oakes with ID no. 8111170249087 and Mr Robin Oakes be charged in terms of 2(1)(q) for causing, procuring, assisting in and permitting the commission and omission of the aforesaid acts against their dogs and cats.   
9.5.
I hereby respectfully request that Ms Althea Oakes with ID no. 8111170249087 and Mr Robin Oakes be charged in terms of Section 2(1)(r) for unreasonably and negligently doing and omitting to do the aforesaid acts thereby causing unnecessary suffering to their dogs and cats.  

9.6
I hereby respectfully request that Ms Althea Oakes with ID no. 8111170249087 and Mr Robin Oakes be charged in terms of Section 8(4) for wilfully obstructing and hindering Chief Inspector Pieterse and I, duly authorised officers of the COGH SPCA, in the exercise of our powers.  
10.
I know and understand the content of this declaration.
I have no objection to taking the prescribed oath.
I consider the prescribed oath to be binding on my conscience.


_____________________________ 
DEPONENT 

The deponent has acknowledged that he knows and understands the contents of this affidavit/declaration, which was signed and sworn to before me at ____________________ on this the _____ day of ________________ 20___, the regulations contained in Government Notice No R1258 of 21 July 1972, as amended, and Government Notice No R1648 of 19 August 1977, as amended, having been complied with. 


_____________________________ 
COMMISSIONER OF OATHS


Full names: 											

Designation: 										

Business address: 										
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