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I, Jan Hendrik Jacobus Pieterse, further state under oath and in English that: 





SWORN AFFIDAVIT


I, the undersigned 
JAN HENDRIK JACOBUS PIETERSE
(ID 9005185089083)

Do hereby make oath in English and state that: 
1.
I am an adult male Chief Inspector employed as such by the Cape of Good Hope Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (“SPCA”) at corner of 1st Avenue and First Road, Grassy Park with contact telephone number/s 021 700 4158/9 and with email address inspmanager@spca-ct.co.za.
2.
The facts contained in this affidavit fall within my personal knowledge unless indicated otherwise or unless it appears so from the context. The facts are also, to the best of my knowledge and belief, both true and correct. 
3.
On 07 December 2023, I accompanied Inspector Theo Arendolf of the Cape of Good Hope SPCA (COGH SPCA) along with Officer Waleed Abdurahman and Officer Zovuyo Zoleka of the City of Cape Town’s Law Enforcement department, in executing a court order at 19 Brookford Road in Lotus River (“the property”). Inspector Arendolf obtained a court order for the property due to warnings he issued regarding underweight dogs not being complied to by the owners of the dogs (Mrs Oakes and Mr Oakes) and due to the deterioration of the dogs’ conditions. 
3.1.
We arrived at the property at approximately 11h00 and found the main gate of the property to be open. From outside the property I observed three (3) underweight dogs. One (1) of the dogs was a black Great Dane crossbreed which was emaciated evident by its severe bony protrusions. The second dog was a black with tan Rottweiler crossbreed which was also underweight evident by its protruding bones. The third dog was a white with brown which was underweight evident by its visible ribcage. 
3.2.
Inspector Arendolf and I entered the property in search of the owners of the dogs or the occupants of the property. Once inside the property, an adult coloured man wearing a green shirt and a cap started walking towards us and the gate of the property. Inspector Arendolf approached the man but the man ignored him walking past and towards the gate. When the man began closing the gate of the property, Inspector Arendolf and I approached him and I told the man to not close the gate. Once I said this, the man stopped and turned to face me. Raising his voice at me, he told me that I must not tell him what to do on his property. I attempted to explain the court order to the man but he refused to listen and continued raising his voice and began to act aggressively. Officer Abdurahman joined me in trying to explain to the man the purpose of our inspection and court order. However, the man insistently talked over us. 
3.3.
When the man noticed that Inspector Arendolf had captured the emaciated Great Dane crossbreed dog, he shouted at Inspector Arendolf and pushed past officer Abdurahman and I. to try and stop Inspector Arendolf from loading the dog into the SPCA vehicle. The man stood in Inspector Arendolf’s path whilst shouting at Inspector Arendolf thereby obstructing Inspector Arendolf from loading the emaciated dog into the SPCA vehicle.  Officer Abdurahman and I intervened but the man pushed past us as well. The man continued shouting that we wouldn’t take his dogs. Again, Officer Abdurahman and I told the man that he didn’t even give us the chance to explain the court order and the reason for our inspection. The man was not interested and continued shouting and making a scene. 
3.4.
Whilst we continued to talk to the man and explain the welfare concerns and how a court order works, Inspector Arendolf continued to remove the jack Russel crossbreed dog from the property. The Rottweiler crossbreed dog got scared and ran to hid at the back of the property. Whilst Officer Abdurahman stayed with the man, I got food from the vehicle and Inspector Arendolf and I managed to coax the dog out with food. Despite the dog being scared, he came out to eat showing just how hungry the dig was. He gulped the food down without even properly chewing and Inspector Arendolf and I were able to thereafter load the dog into the SPCA vehicle with the other dogs. Whilst loading the third dog, the man stated that there were snakes and birds on the property as well but due to his aggression and unwillingness to cooperate with us, we didn’t receive any further explanation. 
3.5.
After the three (3) underweight dogs were loaded into the SPCA vehicle, Inspector Arendolf and I informed the man that we’d inspect the rest of the property. I asked the man to show me where the birds and snakes were and he shouted saying that he meant the wild animals which entered the property and told us that we must try catch them. Just then, a woman arrived and called the man by his name, Robin. My colleague informed me that the woman was Mrs Oakes, the woman which he interacted with during previous inspections and to whom the warnings addressing the conditions of the dogs were addressed. Ms Oakes joined her husband, Robin (herein after referred to as Mr Oakes), in trying to obstruct us and told us that we weren’t allowed to enter the house on the property despite us having a court order. Ms Oakes tried to mislead us saying that we got the wrong property but we continued our inspection. Ms Oakes also stated that there weren’t any additional animals on the property and that they only had the dogs. 
3.6.
Inspector Arendolf and I entered the house on the property and found three (3) cats confined inside the house, despite Ms Oakes claiming that there weren’t any additional animals on the property. There was a strong ammonia smell in the house and we noted that none of the windows were open. Inspector Arendolf and I couldn’t find a designated source of potable water for the cats and the only water accessible to them was dirty water that appeared discoloured and to be contaminated (with pieces of old food and oil) inside dirty dishes, such as a pan, inside the kitchen. Due to these living conditions, the cats were removed and loaded into the SPCA vehicle. 
3.7.
Inspector Arendolf issued Seizure Notice 02205 to Mrs Oakes and Mr Oakes. Mr and Mrs Oakes refused to sign the Seizure Notice and so Inspector Arendolf left a copy of the unsigned seizure notice with Ms Oakes as well as a copy of Regulation 468 and a copy of the court order. Inspector Arendolf and I then went back to the Cape of Good Hope SPCA to admit the animals and have them examined by a veterinarian. 
4.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Photographs 1 to 10 in “Photographic Evidence D” were taken by myself using my iPhone 13 cellular phone camera on 07 December 2023 at the Cape of Good Hope SPCA’s Hospital facilities in Grassy Park. The photographs contained in the album labelled “Photographic Evidence D” have not been edited or altered in any way and are a true and accurate reflection of my findings. Videos “IMG_5925”, “IMG_6007”, “IMG_6008” and “IMG_6020” were taken by myself using my iPhone 13 cellular phone camera on 07 December 2023 at the Cape of Good Hope SPCA in Grassy Park. These videos have not been edited or altered in any way and are a true and accurate reflection of my findings.  These videos were placed on a USB memory stick which I placed in Evidence Bag FSCC = 1018266 and sealed.  
5.
I know and understand the content of this declaration.
I have no objection to taking the prescribed oath.
I consider the prescribed oath to be binding on my conscience.


_____________________________ 
DEPONENT 

The deponent has acknowledged that he knows and understands the contents of this affidavit/declaration, which was signed and sworn to before me at ____________________ on this the _____ day of ________________ 20___, the regulations contained in Government Notice No R1258 of 21 July 1972, as amended, and Government Notice No R1648 of 19 August 1977, as amended, having been complied with. 


_____________________________ 
COMMISSIONER OF OATHS


Full names: 											

Designation: 										

Business address: 										
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