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BEHAVIOUR OBSERVATIONS

Date: 5 June 2024

Assessment: Q4- A28820, sterilised, adult male mix breed (Shepherd mix type), “Mason”


Admission date: 26 January 2024

· I observed the dog in Quarantine kennels as well as in an outside assessment area

In kennels:

When there is movement or activity through the kennels, he barks repeatedly
The intensity of his barking does increase due to frustration at the fence, mildly arousing anger
He can be interrupted with food and does eat low value treats tossed to him, even in high arousal environment

Out kennels:

The dog was already in an outside run as requested, to provide him with a break from kennels and provide him with sensory stimulation.
He approaches in a friendly manner with relaxed body language.
He appears content to be outside in the run and calm


Eye contact: 

Good

Handling:  

When touched with a fake assessor hand and then my hand, he accepts touch and appears comfortable with handling and touch to his head and body

Training:
The dog does respond to the cue, “sit”

Movements or sound:

He appears used to noise and did not show any negative behaviours to a loud noise or squeaker toy.

Leash:
He is manageable on a leash

Food test:

No signs of food guarding when touched while eating.
He is very interested in and looks for food repeatedly (perhaps as this is one positive thing in his day)

Object guarding:

The dog did not play or show interest in any toys (ball being tossed or a squeaker toy being thrown).

Reaction to fake dog:
A fake dog is used to see a dog’s initial response to the silhouette of a dog in the immediate environment.
The dog was brought into the area on leash and allowed to approach the fake dog- the following was observed:
He noticed the fake dog immediately and appeared apprehensive to approach
He chose not to engage with the fake dog.

Feedback:

· The dog shows signs of frustration in kennels, yet when he is in an external exercise run, he is calm
· The dog is comfortable with familiar and unfamiliar people
· He does not show any abnormal aggression towards people 
· He seems to be a friendly, stable mature type and manageable



Recommendations:

If the dog is to reside at SPCA for the duration of the court case, the following is recommended to be implemented daily where possible, to help reduce frustration:

1. opportunities for kennel enrichment (addition chewing items and items like Kongs filled with food to reduce boredom/frustration)
2. positive handling and positive training experiences- time out of the kennels and to be handled gently
3. outdoor time in exercise run or leash walked to experience a different environment and to have sensory stimulation- DAILY where possible


If the above improvements cannot be implemented, the emotional and physical welfare is compromised for the dog and an ethics decision needs to be addressed.


Update assessment:

12 June 2024

The staff have been taking the dog out regularly to the outdoor exercise area.
·  the dog is happier, more engaging and his frustration levels are being managed better
· he appears excited, tail wagging and friendly with all staff
· the outdoor run- he is relaxed and able to lie down

25 June 2024
· the staff continue to place the dog outside in the exercise as much in the week as possible.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The dog’s frustration levels have been reduced- he tends to spend the day lying in the run- positive change for him!


It is important to note that due to the shelter environment where the assessment was done, the animal may not have displayed behaviours that they could have displayed when in another environment.  This means that this assessment of their personality may not be entirely accurate, and it must be noted that this behaviour assessment reflects their behaviour in that particular environment and at that specific time only.

The above assessment was performed by and report compiled by:
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Nicole J Nel
Animal Behaviourist Consultant
DipCABT (NOCN UK), Cert CAB
CAPBT SA Member
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