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BEHAVIOUR OBSERVATIONS

Date: 5 June 2024

Assessment: Q1, admission A29889 male, unsterilised pit bull type dog, “Snyper”


Admission date: 29 February 2024

· I observed the dog in Quarantine kennels as well as in an outside assessment area

In kennels:

The dog is fearful and apprehensive- he tends to bark explosively and does rehearse wall jumping if over-aroused.
The intensity of this behaviour depends on whether there is movement through kennels of people or dogs.
He is hyper-vigilant and over-aroused frequently.
After tossing food to interrupt the behaviour he takes it, yet is a bit worried or apprehensive to approach (fearful).

Out kennels:

Initially on taking him out of his kennel, he was over-aroused (pilo-erection/hackles raised) which may be normal given that the dog is not provided much external stimulation by walking.
He did calm down and was able to focus/engage with the handler and me.
He appears hyper-aroused by the sight of dogs passing by, yet if food was present I could interrupt him staring.


Eye contact: 

Brief, yet improved after a while and he had calmed down

Handling:  

When touched with a fake assessor hand, he flinches, very tense/jumpy (appears not used to touch).
He responded positively to a few strokes from the handler (who he is familiar with) by jumping and allowing more touch.
He responded to touch from me and started to relax and allow for more handling.


Movements or sound:

He appears used to noise and did not show any negative behaviours to a loud noise or squeaker toy.

Leash:
He pulls forward on leash and is manageable yet strong.
He was apprehensive about the leash going over his head.

Food test:

No signs of food guarding when touched while eating.
He however is tense/jumpy when touched (not used to handling)

Object guarding:

The dog did not play or show interest in any toys (ball being tossed or a squeaker toy being thrown).

Reaction to fake dog:
A fake dog is used to see a dog’s initial response to the silhouette of a dog in the immediate environment.
The dog was brought into the area on leash and allowed to approach the fake dog- the following was observed:
He noticed the fake dog immediately and his posture stiffened, tail raised high, lots of lip licking observed.
He approached from the rear, he seemed apprehensive ( approached front forward, yet his back legs remained stretched) as he sniffed cautiously.

Other:

The dog did not respond to any cues, like “sit”

Feedback:

· The dog is quick to arouse and has a low tolerance for frustration.
· He has no enrichment provided in his kennel.
· According to staff he is taken for walks, but not regularly
· He is able to focus if one introduces food, yet is easily aroused by the sight of dogs
· He has a slightly nervous temperament


Recommendations:

If the dog is to reside at SPCA for the duration of the court case, the following is recommended to be implemented daily where possible:

1. opportunities for kennel enrichment (addition chewing items and items like Kongs filled with food to reduce boredom/frustration)
2. positive handling and positive training experiences- time out of the kennels and to be handled gently
3. outdoor time in exercise run or leash walked to experience a different environment and to have sensory stimulation.

The dog cannot go weeks without a walk or some form of enrichment.  This has in my opinion already impacted his welfare, as he does display kennel stress through stereotypical behaviours (wall jumping), fence charging and he appears hyper-vigilant/over-aroused almost throughout the day, with little to no opportunities for “down-time”.

Update:

Date: 6 June 2024

In kennel-
· calmer and approached me at the fence more comfortably after the assessment yesterday and opportunities for a change in environment/walk

Feedback-
· this proves that the dog needs a leash walk or to have time out of his kennel daily, for sensory stimulation, to reduce frustration with long-term kennelling

Date: 25 June 2024

In kennel-

· frustration noted- advise kennel staff to provide the dog with more walks/enrichment 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]a regular walk/enrichment schedule to be kept where possible to help reduce the dog’s frustration


It is important to note that due to the shelter environment where the assessment was done, the animal may not have displayed behaviours that they could have displayed when in another environment.  This means that this assessment of their personality may not be entirely accurate, and it must be noted that this behaviour assessment reflects their behaviour in that particular environment and at that specific time only.

The above assessment was performed by and report compiled by:
[image: ]
Nicole J Nel
Animal Behaviourist Consultant
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CAPBT SA Member
[image: ]
[image: ]
image1.jpeg




image3.jpeg
Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals

Incorporated Association not for gain

Co. No. 1939/013624/08
NPO 003-244 « PBO 930004317

Gape of Good Hope

Dierebeskermings-
vereniging

Ingelyfde Vereniging sonder winsoogmerk

Cnr 1st Avenue & 1st Road, Grassy Park, 7941
P O Box 3, Plumstead, 7801

Tel: 021 700 4140

Fax: 021 705 2127

enquiries@spca-ct.co.za
WWW.capespca.co.za




image2.jpeg
Executive Member of the National Council of SPCAs




