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BEHAVIOUR OBSERVATIONS

Date: 5 June 2024

Assessment: Q9, A12205, unsterilised male Jack Russel mix breed


Admission date: 7 December 2023

· I observed the dog in Quarantine kennels as well as in an outside assessment area

In kennels:

The dog appears excitable on approach as he anticipates food
He barks at other dogs when there is movement in kennels


Out kennels:

He was too fearful of the lead going over his head and kept moving away from the handler
He was too fearful to come out of his ”safe space” (kennel) and had to be carried out by the handler
Once out on the grass area, he was placed on the ground, yet he just froze fearfully (wide eyed, paw lift, lip licking) and would not move- to avoid stressing the dog who appeared not used to a leash or walking on a leash, we carried him to the grass assessment area.
Once in a quieter area, he was placed on the ground and would only move forward if treats were tossed ahead of him.


Eye contact: 

He makes eye contact 

Handling:  

When touched with a fake assessor hand, he flinches, very tense/jumpy (appears not used to touch).
After a while he started to settle and enjoyed a few scratches from me
When asked to “sit” he does, especially if food is presented
He thoroughly enjoys dragging himself on his stomach on the grass
After a while he enjoyed more attention and engaged with the handler and me


Movements or sound:

He appears used to noise and did not show any negative behaviours to a loud noise or squeaker toy.

Leash:
He does not know how to walk on a leash
The staff do not take the dog out of the kennel frequently for walks (according to the handler present)

Food test:

No signs of food guarding when touched while eating.
He however eats extremely fast and appears not to chew his food
He takes food from the hand – a bit grabby/uses teeth


Object guarding:

The dog did not play or show interest in any toys (ball being tossed or a squeaker toy being thrown).

Reaction to fake dog:
A fake dog is used to see a dog’s initial response to the silhouette of a dog in the immediate environment.
The dog was brought into the area on leash and allowed to approach the fake dog- the following was observed:
He noticed the fake dog immediately and appeared to stop still to assess the situation
He approached rear end cautiously, stiff posture and then “nipped” the leg

Feedback:

· He has no enrichment provided in his kennel.
· According to staff present he does not get taken out of his kennel for walks
· He is motivated by low value food and did start to settle more, after spending time with him towards the end of the assessment- this proves he is able to adjust and staff can potentially improve his daily welfare if provided sufficient stimulation and learning experiences
· He appears unfamiliar with a leash and is fearful in a new environment, yet if he does not go out often, this would be normal.
· He arouses quickly (and fixates) at the sight or movement of dogs in the distance 
· He can be interrupted and redirected with low value food


Recommendations:

If the dog is to reside at SPCA for the duration of the court case, the following is recommended to be implemented daily where possible:

1. opportunities for kennel enrichment (addition chewing items and items like Kongs filled with food to reduce boredom/frustration)
2. positive handling and positive training experiences- time out of the kennels and to be handled gently, introduced positively to leash walking
3. outdoor time in exercise run or leash walked to experience a different environment and to have sensory stimulation.


If the above improvements cannot be implemented, the emotional and physical welfare is compromised for the dog and an ethics decision needs to be addressed.


Update:

25 June 2024
· the dog has not been provided walks, he has been provided items to chew on
· his kennel area seems to be his safe space, coping seems to be ok for now.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]I will ask the staff to try provide him with some walks/exercise away from his kennel

It is important to note that due to the shelter environment where the assessment was done, the animal may not have displayed behaviours that they could have displayed when in another environment.  This means that this assessment of their personality may not be entirely accurate, and it must be noted that this behaviour assessment reflects their behaviour in that particular environment and at that specific time only.

The above assessment was performed by and report compiled by:
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Nicole J Nel
Animal Behaviourist Consultant
DipCABT (NOCN UK), Cert CAB
CAPBT SA Member
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