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BEHAVIOUR OBSERVATIONS

Date: 5 June 2024

[bookmark: _GoBack]Assessment: Q7, admission 90454, untsterilised adult male pit bull type dog


Admission date: 30 March 2023

· I observed the dog in Quarantine kennels as well as in an outside assessment area

In kennels:

The dog is aroused and excitable
He appears confident and approaches at the fence to engage
He takes food tossed into his kennel
The intensity of his excitement and over-arousal depends on whether there is movement through kennels and increases to extremes when a handler approaches with a leash to take him out

Out kennels:

Initially on taking him out of his kennel, he becomes physiologically aroused to extremes
He pulls forward on the leash and pulls with his full body weight (he is a very muscular and strong)
We were unable to start the assessment for some time, as the dog was so over-aroused
Using food tossed into the grass to get him to sniff, he started to focus a bit after some time, yet then fixated on me, attempting to jump excitedly at me for more food
Any subtle movement causes him to excite
I interrupted this behaviour by tossing a tennis ball to him, so he started mouthing on that while dragging his belly on the grass
We waited a while for him to start to calm down before proceeding


Eye contact: 

Good, intense (give his over-aroused state)

Handling:  

When touched with a fake assessor hand, he tolerates it
Using my hand I touched him along his back and side, he turns excitedly ( slightly unpredictable as to whether he would grab/mouth at my hand, due to over-aroused/extremely excitable state)


Movements or sound:

He appears used to noise and did not show any negative behaviours to a loud noise or squeaker toy.

Leash:
He pulls forward on leash and is extremely strong
When over-aroused and over-stimulated, he has the potential to grab his leash ( this can be redirected if a ball is tossed, yet he is fast to grab the ball, so one needs to be careful)

Food test:

No signs of food guarding when touched while eating.


Object guarding:

Despite him finding the ball extremely satisfying, he shows no obvious signs of resource guarding a toy he is busy with

Reaction to fake dog:
A fake dog is used to see a dog’s initial response to the silhouette of a dog in the immediate environment.
The dog was brought into the area on leash and allowed to approach the fake dog- the following was observed:
He noticed the fake dog immediately and his posture stiffened, tail raised high and approached the rear end fast, then sniffed the face, with lots of posturing.
He had to be moved away quickly as he become too interested in the toy

Feedback:

· The dog is quick to arouse and has a low tolerance for frustration.
· He has no enrichment provided in his kennel.
· According to staff he is taken for walks, but not regularly
· He is able to focus if one introduces food, yet arouses physiologically to extremes which may make him tricky to handle for the inexperienced handler (at risk of hm redirecting his bite due to a highly aroused state)
· He loves chewing on a ball, which may aid his frustration in kennels


Recommendations:

If the dog is to reside at SPCA for the duration of the court case, the following is recommended to be implemented daily where possible:

1. opportunities for kennel enrichment (addition chewing items, tennis balls and items like Kongs filled with food to reduce boredom/frustration)
2. positive handling and positive training experiences- time out of the kennels and to be handled gently
3. outdoor time in exercise run or leash walked to experience a different environment and to have sensory stimulation- for this dog, he requires a minimum of 2 leash walks daily or at least one walk and an enrichment item, or outside time with access to a Kong or toy in a safe, jump-proof enclosure. 

The dog shows no obvious signs of aggression directed at people, however his ability to arouse to extremes makes him potentially at risk of causing accidental injury through poor handling techniques.  
He is extremely excitable and needs daily, appropriate outlets to direct this frustration and energy into mentally stimulating activities.  

If the above improvements cannot be implemented, the emotional and physical welfare is compromised for the dog and an ethics decision needs to be addressed.


It is important to note that due to the shelter environment where the assessment was done, the animal may not have displayed behaviours that they could have displayed when in another environment.  This means that this assessment of their personality may not be entirely accurate, and it must be noted that this behaviour assessment reflects their behaviour in that particular environment and at that specific time only.

The above assessment was performed by and report compiled by:
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Nicole J Nel
Animal Behaviourist Consultant
DipCABT (NOCN UK), Cert CAB
CAPBT SA Member
[image: ]
[image: ]
image1.jpeg




image3.jpeg
Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals

Incorporated Association not for gain

Co. No. 1939/013624/08
NPO 003-244 « PBO 930004317

Gape of Good Hope

Dierebeskermings-
vereniging

Ingelyfde Vereniging sonder winsoogmerk

Cnr 1st Avenue & 1st Road, Grassy Park, 7941
P O Box 3, Plumstead, 7801

Tel: 021 700 4140

Fax: 021 705 2127

enquiries@spca-ct.co.za
WWW.capespca.co.za




image2.jpeg
Executive Member of the National Council of SPCAs




