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Patient A35157 was seen by me on Tuesday, the 2nd of July 2024. The patient is an African Grey parrot of 
unknown sex with poor feather quality, and plucking over the chest, wings, and legs. The left-hand side leg 
is amputated below the stifle (knee joint), and the right-hand side foot has lesions consistent with poor 
cage furniture and weight-bearing. On initial examination, the bird showed signs of physical pain, anxiety, 
and increased respiratory effort in the form of increased wheezing. 
 
It was advised that we perform radiographs and blood analysis to determine if the patient has any 
underlying conditions. 
 
The radiographs show thickening of the caudolateral border of the left-hand side cranial thoracic air sac, 
which, coupled with the respiratory effort, is indicative of a respiratory infection. The right-hand side stifle 
has lesions consistent with osteoarthritis. 
 
Blood tests were performed to assess if there are any physiological abnormalities. Creatine kinase was 
elevated; the blood sample had mild hemolysis, however, it would not result in such an elevation. The 
bound calcium is below normal levels. 
These findings, in association with the overall condition of the patient, are consistent with musculoskeletal 
pain. 
 
The overall living conditions, in my professional opinion, are not appropriate for a patient with these 

abnormalities. This patient would benefit from ongoing pain medication, treatment of the respiratory 

infection, calcium supplementation, a proper diet, adequate sunlight, and a cage suited for a bird with 

special needs. In my professional opinion it is inhumane to keep this patient in these circumstances, left 

untreated the patient will be suffering.  

 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Dr JLC de Beer BVSc (Hons) MANZCVS (Avian Health)  
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