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BEHAVIOUR OBSERVATIONS

Date: 5 July 2024

Assessment: PB12 A29552 “Snappy”, mature sterilised male Doberman Pinscher 


Admission date: 26 April 2024

· I observed the dog in Quarantine kennels as well as in an outside assessment area
· The initial report was done by the external behaviourist, Judy Post, yet I was present for all the confiscation cases assessments
· I have been monitoring Snappy’s progress since moving him out of the Quarantine kennels and into Puppy Block
· The report below is of his behaviour since this move

Updated observations: 5 July 2024

· Snappy is comfortable with handling from staff he is familiar with.  He greets them excitedly and tolerates being picked up
· He is a little wary of people he does not know, yet if he is handled gently and given some treats, he warms up quickly and allows for gentle handling
· The Puppy Block is far quieter for him and he is not showing the extreme fear, excessive pacing and stress that he showed when housed in Quarantine with the big breed dogs
· He enjoys walking and loves time out on the grass (he appears alert, confident body language and engages with you while walking)
· He is comfortable to sit with you or near you while out on the grass
· He tolerates a jersey being placed over his head/handling/a harness being clipped and shows no “aggression” or snapping when this is being done
· He does cry when left in his kennel and does seem reluctant to go back
· The staff have lined the kennel floor with newspapers to keep it warmer and placed blocks to stop the draft underneath the door to keep him warmer
· Snappy can be reactive at the sight of unfamiliar dogs (especially if they are bigger or boisterous) further intro can be done if an adoptive family has a smaller/calm/mature type of dog
· Snappy does get excited at the sight of cats, yet further cat tests can be done if a potential client has resident cats

Updated observations: 19 July 2024

· Snappy has become more comfortable with a variety of staff/handlers who clean and care for him.
· I took him through the cattery to test him, he could potentially live with a very confident cat if the client has a cat
· He still appears worried in proximity to larger/very active dogs, so I would advise he is homed as a single dog or subject to a gradual intro to calm/mature smaller dog
· [bookmark: _GoBack]He has continued to make progress and is much “happier” in the quieter kennel areas
· He has shown no obvious signs of aggression and in my opinion is suitable for adoptions


Recommendations:

I recommend that Snappy be ethics for adoptions to find a home as soon as is possible.  This would be in the best interest of his mental and physical welfare, especially as he is a small, mature breed and kennels can be an unpredictable, cold and stressful place.

Snappy has made progress since moving to a quieter space and is generally a very sweet little dog who in my opinion is a good adoption candidate.  He is very sweet- perhaps a good match for a mature home or retired person wanting a lively lap dog.

It is important to note that due to the shelter environment where the assessment was done, the animal may not have displayed behaviours that they could have displayed when in another environment.  This means that this assessment of their personality may not be entirely accurate, and it must be noted that this behaviour assessment reflects their behaviour in that particular environment and at that specific time only.

The above assessment was performed by and report compiled by:
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Nicole J Nel
Animal Behaviourist Consultant
DipCABT (NOCN UK), Cert CAB
CAPBT SA Member
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