Pets are now considered an integral part of the family. It’s only right for homeowners associations to welcome pets into their communities. If you’re a pet-friendly association, you likely already know the importance of having rules for homeowners with furry companions. For those who have yet to develop a clear policy, here are HOA dog rules that your association should implement.
Basic HOA Dog Rules to Implement in Your Community
HOAs generally have discretion over the kind and number of pet rules that they want to implement in their communities. However, there are some basic pet rules that all associations should consider including in their HOA pet policy. Here are some sample HOA pet policies to keep in mind:

1. Homeowners Must Register Pets
HOAs will have difficulty implementing pet rules if they don’t even know how many pets there are in their community.

Associations can require new homeowners to register their pets before moving in. Meanwhile, current residents should also submit pet registration forms before acquiring a new pet.

Pet registration enables the HOA to monitor all the domestic animals in their community. They can easily follow up with homeowners who violate the pet rules. It also makes it easier to follow up on pets’ rabies annual vaccinations.
2. Enforce Waste Cleanup
dog waste clean-up | hoa pet restrictionsAnimal waste is one of the most common problems of pet-friendly associations. If left unattended in common areas, animal waste can actually be toxic and hazardous.

When crafting your HOA dog poop rules, consider requiring all homeowners to pick up after their pets and properly dispose of their waste.

The HOA can provide bags and trash cans throughout the community to encourage rule compliance. You may even decide to levy fines on homeowners who do not clean up after their pets.

 

3. HOA Dog Barking Rules
What can an HOA do about barking dogs? It’s normal for dogs to bark and make noise, but not all the time — and not at a level that annoys the neighbors. And so, one of your HOA dog rules could be to have homeowners report any persistent barking problems to the board. Some pets might need to be taken inside at night if they are not able to settle down.

When faced with complaints, the HOA should have a talk with the pet owner. Oftentimes, they are not even aware of the problem. Together, they can come up with ways to remedy the noise problems.

4. Keep Pets Leashed
keep pet leashed | hoa dog restrictionsYour HOA can require pets to be kept on a leash when walked in the neighborhood. Not only is an unleashed pet a danger to itself — with the risk of running into traffic or running away — but it can also be dangerous for those in the community.

Even if the pet isn’t aggressive at all, there are certain circumstances that can trigger them. This could lead to a terrible fight and injuries to both pets and humans.

As a happy medium, the HOA can create a dog park where pets can roam or run freely without having to be leashed. This would be a very appealing amenity to have if you are a pet-friendly community.

5. Establish Liability for Pet Owners
A good rule when it comes to the HOA and dogs is to establish liability for pet owners in the community. This is to protect the association in the case of injury, damage, or extreme disturbance caused by pets. Having a clear liability policy also reduces the chances of costly and tedious legal proceedings for all parties involved.

Homeowners should be accountable for the actions of their own pets as well as the pets of guests who stay in their house/unit. They should indemnify the association or other residents for any loss or damage caused by their pets.

 

Additional Homeowners Association Pet Restrictions
Can HOA dictate pets? Can HOA enforce a pet limit? These are common questions homeowners ask. The answers to these questions, though, are rather simple.

Generally speaking, homeowners associations do have the ability to dictate what kind and the number of pets are allowed in the community. These additional HOA pet restrictions can vary from association to association. Some of the most common HOA dog restrictions, though, include the following:

Limit the number of pets per household
Impose an HOA pet weight limit for each dog
Only approve select dog breeds
Require pets to be spayed or neutered
Many associations use a blanket term of prohibiting “aggressive” dog breeds. That sort of language can be tricky, though. While a few breeds are generally considered to be aggressive, there is some debate when it comes to other breeds. What happens if your HOA allows a dog that some members find aggressive while others don’t?

Additionally, you may run into issues with technicality if the dog is a mix of two or more breeds. In these cases, it is best to defer to a pet control official or look to local ordinances about dog breeds.
Can HOA Restrict Indoor Pets?
In a word, yes. The same rules can apply to pets even if you only intend to keep them indoors at all times. Keep in mind that most HOAs offer homeowners some sort of compromise. In other words, only a handful of HOAs bans all kinds of pets. That being said, these associations generally do have a right to establish HOA dog rules or even have a strict no-pets policy.

Can HOA Make Me Get Rid of My Dog?
Many associations have a clear no-pets policy, offering no leeway whatsoever. In that case, the answer to this question depends on when the policy was enacted. If such a policy already existed before you decided to get a pet, then the HOA can legally make you remove your pet. Conversely, if you already own a pet and the HOA introduces a new no-pets policy, then there is a good chance the HOA can’t enforce the policy against you.

The type of association can also influence whether or not an HOA chooses to adopt a no-pets policy. Such a policy is usually more common in condominium settings than single-family home settings. This is because pet noise is a much greater concern when units are so close together. Additionally, there is not much green space in condos where dogs can roam and play.

The question remains, though: Can a condo association restrict pets? Simply put, condo associations generally have the same right to restrict or prohibit pets as single-family or townhome communities.

HOA and Emotional Support Animals
service dogs | hoa pet policyCan HOA deny emotional support animals? When establishing your community’s pet rules, make sure that they are compliant with local, state, and federal laws. For example, even if you are a community that prohibits pets, you still have to follow the Fair Housing Act (FHA).

According to this law, people with disabilities have a right to reasonable accommodations such as having service animals and emotional support animals. Similarly, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) allows people with disabilities to have service animals. But, the ADA makes a distinction between service animals and emotional support animals.

Regardless, the association may want to consider the added stress that will come with having to differentiate between service animals and emotional support animals — as both provide valuable assistance to people with disabilities. When dealing with these cases, the HOA can always ask for certifications or documentation for clarification.

If you are amending your governing documents to include new HOA rules on dogs, you may also need to think about the grandfather clause. This would exempt current homeowners from the new pet rules. However, if the new pet rules are really important, it’s still best to talk with your community to ensure cooperation and compliance.

Make Homeowners Association Pet Rules Clear Upfront
When a new homeowner joins the community, make sure that they are clear on the HOA pet rules from the beginning. They should be clearly outlined in your governing documents, which should be provided to new homeowners as part of their welcome packet. It is also a good idea to remind homeowners of these rules every so often by posting them on your HOA website or including them in your newsletter.

If your board decides to amend the HOA dog rules, see to it that you disseminate the change or addition to all members in a prompt and effective manner. You should also consider setting aside a few minutes of the next meeting for questions regarding the changes.
HOA Dog Rules Ensure the Safety and Appeal of Your Community
Over 63 million households in the United States have a dog and you will see this reflected in your HOA community. Instead of banning pets altogether, it’s better to have clear, established, and easy-to-understand HOA dog rules for your homeowners.

As a board member, make sure that your homeowners understand why such rules are necessary. It’s not to cause them additional burden but rather, to ensure the safety and appeal of your community. As long as everyone cooperates, the association won’t have to deal with pet-related problems in their community.

If your board is finding it difficult to juggle homeowners association dog rules, perhaps it’s time to seek professional help. Look for the best HOA management company in your area using our detailed online directory today.

Got a Barking Dog in your HOA?
It is a common problem amongst HOA’s – barking dogs. Wether it be your dog, or your neighbors, please share these tips about how to quiet your furry best friend.
According to experts, there are reasons why a dog barks: boredom, changes to the dog’s lifestyle, hostile neighbors, lack of shade, possible health issues, or children teasing the dog, can all affect the dog’s mental health and cause it to bark in excess.
Owners and Homeowner Associations have used some of the following techniques:
10 Suggestions for Limiting Dog Barking
Insert a dog door and a “dog-proofed” section of the house that provides dog toys and enticements. Give the dog an option to come inside rather than bark at irritants outside.
Ask a dog professional to speak at your HOA Board meeting.
The complaining party could offer to walk the dog, while the dog owner is away at work.
Owners can limit the dog’s stimulation by restricting line of sight; cover the area at the bottom of fence or gate.
Doggy Day Care 2 – 3 times a week helps prevent doggy boredom!
Owners can work with a professional dog trainer.
Citronella anti-bark collars claim to be pain-free for the dog, and inexpensive for the owner.
Anti-Bark shock collars have proven helpful for many dog owners.
“Bark Free” systems responds to a barking dog up to 50 feet away by emitting high pitched tones that humans can’t hear, but the dog can!

According to the ASPCA, these are the most common reasons a dog barks:

· Territorial Barking: excessive barking in response to people, dogs, or other animals encroaching on their territory.
· Alarm Barking: barking in response to noises and sights. Alarm barking is not limited to defending territory.
· Attention-Seeking Barking: used to gain attention or rewards, like food or playtime.
· Greeting Barking: a bark to say “hello!” Greeting barking is accompanied by relaxed body language and a wagging tail.
· Compulsive Barking: repetitive barking often accompanied by a repetitive movement, such as pacing
· Socially Facilitated Barking: aka “response barking,” when a dog barks excessively only when they hear another dog bark.
· Frustration-Induced Barking: excessive barking in response to a frustrating situation, such as being confined or being separated from other dogs or people

More on how to stop your dog from barking
1. Use sight barriers
Territorial and alarm barking happen when dogs see or hear something that arouses their attention (that’s why so many dogs bark at the living room window or along the fence). The quickest trick to stop barking at the window or in the yard is to manage the environment. Block your dog’s sightline to potential barking triggers.

In the yard, use privacy fencing to cut off views to neighboring yards or the street. Commercial grade privacy screening installs over your existing fence and may be allowed in your rental unit. If you own your home and seek a long-term, attractive option, consider planting privacy hedges to both beautify and bark-proof the yard.

Indoors, leave the curtains or blinds closed, or use spray-on glass coating or removable plastic film that makes windows opaque. This affordable static cling window film lets the light in but blurs and blocks sights from outside.

Manage the environment, and block your dog’s sightline to potential barking triggers.

2. Set up a doggy quiet zone
If your dog barks when you leave the house (which can be a sign of separation anxiety), set up a safe and quiet place for them away from the front door. This may be a back bedroom, laundry room, or spare space.

Your doggy quiet zone may include:

A crate decked out with a comfy bed and privacy cover, or a baby gate to block off other areas
A stuffed KONG toy or puzzle feeder to keep them busy (and keep their mouth occupied with something other than barking!)
A white noise machine to mask exterior sounds and produce soothing soundscapes (a fan or radio can also work for this purpose)
If you live in a smaller home and can’t isolate your dog in a room, consider crate-training and using a crate cover that allows plenty of airflow while limiting sight lines.

3. Bark control and anti-stress devices
Thanks to advances in technology and a wider understanding of dog behavior, there are some products on the market that effectively control barking in a gentle, humane way.

Ultrasonic anti-bark birdhouse
Ultrasonic bark deterrent devices work by emitting an ultrasonic sound that dogs find unpleasant, which startles them out of barking. Reviews of ultrasonic anti-bark devices are mixed; some dogs don’t respond to them, and others are too sensitive for what is essentially a correction. But for some dogs, these are very effective.
Citronella spray collar
A humane alternative to shock collars of yore, the citronella spray bark collar uses a burst of citronella spray to eliminate or reduce excessive barking. Dogs don’t like the taste of citronella, and the “shhh” sound and sensation startles them out of barking.

Stress-reducing collar
Loaded with dog-soothing herbs, these collars can help stressed dogs calm down, and reduce anxious barking. Not all dogs will respond, however.

ThunderShirt pressure wrap
A classic, this wrap helps dogs prone to anxiety, over-stimulation, or compulsive barking. It applies gentle, constant pressure to help dogs feel calmer and more secure. Like all the gear noted in this article, some dogs will respond well to a pressure wrap, while others may simply ignore it (or actively dislike it). When introducing any new gear like this, go slowly, and reward your dog with plenty of praise and treats.
4. Training
There are lots of tricks and tools you can use to help control your dog’s barking, but all of them are more effective in conjunction with training. A few key commands can help control barking:

· Recall. Useful to call your dog away from barking triggers (like the doorbell ringing, or a neighbor dog outside)
· “Speak.” Yup, training your dog to bark on command can help teach them not to bark at other times, especially when paired with the next command on this list.
· “Settle: or “quiet.” Helps your dog “calm down” on cue. See the above video for an adorable example!
· Sit/stay. Useful for keeping your dog otherwise occupied when a barking trigger is nearby. If your dog tends to bark on-leash, have her practice being still and quiet.
You can also work with a trainer to practice desensitization techniques that help your dog become accustomed to barking triggers and ultimately stop responding. Training takes consistency and patience, but the long-term rewards are worth it!

Barking can be a real pain in the ears, but the right combination of tools and training will help your dog learn when to keep quiet.

For some body corporates that’s pretty much it. You’ll get a yes or no reply.

Others however will ask for more information. Some common items asked for are:

Full details of the pet including name, age, weight, breed and identifying features
A full colour picture
Proof of shots and possibly proof the pet is neutered
References (yes, your pet may need a reference)
Council registrations

The most common by-law breaches are:

Noise; barking dogs particularly
Damage to common property such as digging holes in the gardens
Defecating on common property
Creating a nuisance
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Pet Policy

Schedule 1
“The landlord has given permission for the tenant(s)

Insert name. nsert nameis)

10 keep the pet(s) listed below at

nsert property address

Pet details.

Insert names & bresds o pets.

‘The following pet policy outlines the conditions under which tenants may keep pets in the above
named property.

1. Tenants are requited to provide 3 reference for their pes from 3 previous landiord,ketting agent or veterinary surgeon.

2 Tenants must il i a separate Information form for ther pets, induding contact detalls of ther veterinary practice and a
nominated person who wil care for thei pets in case of an emergency

3. Tenants ae responsible for the health and welfare of thei pets. In accordance with the Animsl Welfare Act 2006 and the
Animal Health and Wefare (Scotland) Act 2006, all tenants have a duty of care to provide ther pets with a sutable place.
tolive, 3 suitable diet, proper exercise and adequate health care.

4 I the andlord bebeves that a pet kept in their property has been neglected or abandoned, they wil report he case 10 a0
appropriate animal welfae organisation.

5. Tenants must not leave their pets i the property when they are away unless cleat atrangements have been made fortheir
care. Pets should be bosrded elsewhere but lose supervison by a neighbour may be acceptable for some animals.

6. Dogs should not be eftalone in the property for more than 3-4 hours at a tme. Tenants must enure that the dogs wil
ot cause damage to the property fthey are left unsupervisd.

7. Al pets must be vaccinated and regularly reated for fleas and worms (f appropriate). Tenants may be require to provide
‘eidence of this from thee veterinary surgeon.

8. Tenants with pets wil be asked 0 put down a higher depost of X o couer any damage to the progerty, gaden or
fnishings caused by thir pets,

9. Tenants il be asked for 3 pet payment 1o cover the costof professionally cleaning the property once they have moved
‘out. This payment willbe taken at the startof the tenancy and is non-refundable.

10, Tenants must ensure thatthee pets 6o 1ok cause 3 nssance to neighboutsorvsors Thsindudes excesive nolse and
damage to ciher people’ poperty. Dogs must b kept under control and on  ead n  publc paces, communal areas
andwalkways

1. Pets must not be allowed 1o foul nside the property,except for agd petsand pets trained to use  ter tray. Any pet
faces mustbe remored immediatelyfrom the garden or outsde areas and disposed of sfely and hygenicaly

12 Tenants are responsible for keeping al areas of the property clean and free fiom parasies, such as fieas,

13. Dogs must by law wear a collarwith their owmer's name and address on it when in 2 pubc place. Cats should also wear
2 5nap apart” cola to enable the to be identiied. Both dogs and cats should be mirochipped.

14. Dogs listed under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 and any annal lsted i the schedule of the Dangerous Wild Annals
A 1876 may not be kept i this popery.

15. Tenants may not breed o offe forsale any animalin this property.

16. Tenants who wish 10 obtain an addtional pet ater mowng into the property must apgy for permision in wiiing o the.
andiond o leting agent





