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I, Adriaan Johannes Willemse, (ID 801126 5162 080) male, 45 years old,
residing at 47 Arabella Way, Augusta Place, Sunningdale, 7441,
Contact number 081 354 6993, working at Chair Crazy PTY Ltd, Unit 2, Blitz Park, Killarney Gardens, 7441, Contact number 021 552 2674,
declare under oath:


On Tuesday, 24 February 2026, my partner Janene Schnelle (ID 800328 0089 083, Contact: 079 9370 127, residing at 47 Arabella Way, Augusta Place, Sunningdale,7441) and I took our grey long-hair domestic cat, Astro, to his Vet, Dr. Dani, at West Beach Animal Hospital
(9 Sandown Road, West Beach, Contact: 021 554 4992) where he was treated for Horner’s Syndrome, potentially caused by a middle-ear infection.
Dr. Dani assessed and proceeded to treat Astro and then advised us that Astro’s demeaner and usual active self should return to normal, and that he should feel 90% better the following day. She asked Janene to contact and update her the next day.
On Wednesday afternoon, 25 February 2026, Janene contacted the Vet and spoke to Zeeta (Dr. Dani’s assistant) and let her know that Astro was doing and feeling much better.

Throughout the rest of the week, Astro was doing great, but on Sunday, 1 March 2026, he deteriorated fast: hardly moving, not eating, nausea symptoms, keeping to himself.
On Monday, 2 March 2026, Janene took Astro back to Dr. Dani where she put him on a drip and kept him for the day to actively investigate the cause of illness.
After x-rays and an ultrasound/sonar, Dr. Dani contacted Janene to inform her that she discovered a pellet near one of his kidneys and that there was a fluid-filled sack on the kidney. During this telephonic conversation,
Dr. Dani had already notified specialist Dr. Frank Kettner at TAH Bellville (Tygerberg Animal Hospital, Kontiki Avenue, Glen Ive, 
Contact 021 919 1191) as she was concerned and wanted Astro to be transferred to TAH urgently.
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On Tuesday morning, 3 March 2026, Astro was checked into TAH for
various scans and tests.
That afternoon, Dr. Kettner showed Janene the scans and x-rays and
advised her that there’s a small air leak in Astro’s lung, and that the fluid from Astro’s kidney has been drained for further tests.

Dr. Kettner confirmed that these injuries are “fresh”, not older than 2 weeks, and caused by the lead pellet of approx. 4mm.
He also confirmed that the pellet injury is not related to Astro’s lazy eye/Horner’s Syndrome/ear infection. He advised that the lodged pellet be surgically removed (sooner rather than later) as it could cause problems in the future.
Astro was then discharged with antibiotics, pain medication, and appetite stimulants.

Janene contacted me from TAH to update me and then sent me a photo of the x-ray lodged pellet. 
Because we live in a secure Estate Complex and because Astro doesn’t roam, I immediately shared this photo on our community WhatsApp Group with our neighbours in Augusta Place, saying that this incident must have occurred somewhere between our road, Arabella Way, and the road behind our house, Carnoustie Drive (as Astro only walks around to this road).

One of our neighbours, Russell de Wet (Address: 22 Carnoustie Drive, contact number: 082 771 8977) contacted me to let me know that there was information provided about a neighbour in Arabella Way shooting a pellet gun on the weekend of Sunday, 1 March 2026 (This information was provided to Russel by Jess Marais: 29 Arabella Way, Contact: 084 424 1555).
Russell approached the neighbour in question (Lesley Devenish, 31 Arabella Way, Augusta Place, Contact: 082 681 2490 ) on Tuesday, 3 March, where she told him that her grandson was practice shooting in her backyard.
Russell was also told by Jess Marais that both her and her husband heard the pellet gun shots and a child making “meow-meow” sounds to call, entice, or summon a cat.
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Lesley also read my upset message complaint on the WhatsApp Group and called me at 4:40pm.  I went to her property where she confirmed that her grandson (8 years of age) did practice shooting in her backyard.
She then freely decided to show me the pellets and, before she opened the container tin, I explained to her the different types of pellets available, one of them being a lead mushroom-shaped pellet. She then opened the round tin which had lead mushroom-shaped pellets inside. I told her that’s the same type of pellet Astro was shot with.  She insisted her grandson only did practice shooting in her backyard.

On Wednesday, 4 March 2026, Dr. Kettner contacted Janene to advise her that the fluids drained from Astro’s kidney is from infection, and not blood or urine. 
He requested that Astro return to TAH this Thursday morning, 12 March, where Dr. Kettner will first assess the lung and kidney again, before Dr. Christiaan Triegaardt surgically removes the pellet.
Astro will have to stay at TAH for 1-2 nights.

On Thursday, 6 March 2026, after receiving the estimate quote from TAH for Astro’s upcoming procedures, I immediately sent Lesley a message and asked her to have her son present at her house at 6pm to discuss.  She responded saying there is nothing to discuss and that it was not her grandson that shot our cat.
I went to her house around 5:45pm, but she did not answer.
I then sent her another WhatsApp requesting a photo of the pellets she freely showed me on Tuesday, and that we will be laying a charge at the SPCA.
Lesley did not respond.

Janene has made contact with the Estate Supervisor at Augusta Place (Lesley Horne, Contact number:  021 556 2669 ) who will now be addressing this incident as it is illegal to discharge an air rifle/pellet gun in a built-up area. 
Janene will also request that Astro’s pellet be given to us after his surgery,
to keep as evidence.
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I am both shocked and devastated that this act of cruelty has happened and zero accountability taken.
For all the reasons above, I want to lay the following 5 Criminal Charges:

1. Animal Cruelty
2. Malicious Injury to Property, currently at R40,000 (and ongoing)
3. Discharging an Air gun in a built-up area.
4. Negligent/Reckless handling of an air gun.
5. Illegal Hunting/killing of an animal in a residential area.




I KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THE CONTENT OF THIS STATEMENT.
I HAVE NO OBJECTION TO TAKING THE PRESCRIBED OATH.
I CONSIDER THE PRESCRIBED OATH AS BINDING ON MY CONSCIENCE.





___________________________________
Name: Adriaan Johannes Willemse





___________________________
Date



